QUESTIONS ASKED ... 
e ‘Should The NWO Get Its Own Show? 
els Brian Christopher The New Shawn Michaels? 


QUESTIONS ANSWERED .«. 
e Should HoganBe-Stripped Of The WCW Title? 


e Can WCW's Mid-Carders Get To The Next Level? ' 
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Book Of Facts. And now the second edition has been 
published, completely revised and updated. The editors 
of PWI have put together the ultimate resource tool, 
combining a complete review of 1996 with a historical 
overview of the sport. The 196-page, digest-sized edi- 
tion includes: Complete PPV, supercard, and Clash 
results ... Complete title histories ... A year-by-year 
history of the sport ... Stats ... And much more! 


The PWI Almanac sold out quickly on most newsstands 
last year, but now the second edition is yours FREE if 
you use the order form below! 
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® Up to 25% off the newsstand price 
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color centerfold—PWI brings you wrestling action at its 
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Rope” ...An incisive “Press Conference” with one of the 
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subscription to PWI includes the spectacular 100-page 
year-end issue, priced at $3.95 on the newsstand (if you 
can find it!) and every other special we produce through- 
out the year. 
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INDEPENDENT ANALYSIS 

| am always amazed by WRESTLE 
America’s annual “Guide To The 
Independents” (Fall 1997), but this 


Bart Gunn has had a good time beating up The 
Honky Tonk Man in Pennsylvania Championship 
Wrestling. Reader Jessica Langdon thinks estab- 
lished stars have more fun wrestling in indepen- 
dents than they do in the WWF or WCW. 


year’s edition was really incredible. 
This year included even more pro- 
motions than last year’s edition! It 
must be a difficult task to organize 
and write that guide. | know | 
wouldn’t want to do it! : 

What amazes me the most is 
that there are so many young men 
toiling in these federations while 
so many established veterans still 
crowd up the ranks of the WWF 
and WCW. For the sake of these 
young hopefuls, | hope Vince 
McMahon and J.J. Dillon both 
read this issue so they can see 
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just how many talented young 
competitors are out there. These 
executives should be signing 
these kids instead of wrestlers 
fans were sick of seeing 10 
years ago. There are some 
really talented youngsters 
who deserve to be in the 
spotlight. | think they de- 
serve a chance. 
DAWN LYDELL 
Eugene, OR 


| thoroughly enjoyed the 
“Guide To The Indepen- 
dents,” as | have each previ- 
ous edition. | look forward to 
this guide since it proves that 
there is an alternative to the 
Monday night madness. It’s 
a way to remind us 
that there are some 
wrestlers out there 
who compete for the 
love of the sport and 
the glory of titles 
instead of just a big 
contract. It’s for 
these reasons that | 
prefer watching these 
smaller groups. To 
me, it seems as if 
the major superstars of the 
sport have forgotten the 
reason they started wres- 
tling in the first place: the 
love of the sport itself. 

| have had the opportuni- 
ty to see some WWF stars 
on independent shows in 
my area, and they look as if 
they are finding their lost 
passion and once again 
enjoying their time in the 
ring. It’s great to see a 


the WWF as a World tag team 
champ with his brother Billy, smil- 
ing in the ring as he wrestles. It’s 
almost as if the whole match is 
refreshing to him. This refreshing 
feeling is also felt by fans like me, 
who are sick of seeing the same 
lame NWO interview or Bret Hart 
tirade on Monday nights. | just 
hope more fans and wrestlers 
soon discover it, too. 
JESSICA LANGDON 
Allentown, PA 


STRIP TEASE 
Any wrestler who does not de- 
fend his title once every 30 days 
should be stripped of his title, and 
Hogan is no exception (“J.J. Dillon: 
(Continued on page 6) 


A lot of people have written to say they think Hulk 
: Hogan should be stripped of the WCW World title. 
wrestler like Bart Gunn, Brian Price wonders how many WCW wrestlers 
who has been at the top of even care about the belt. 
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(Continued from page 4) 


‘Let The Fans Decide Hogan’s 
Fate!” Fall 1997). J.J. Dillon needs 
to stand his. ground and let Hulk 
Hogan and the NWO know who is 
the boss. The NWO has had run of 
WCW for way too long, and it’s 
time someone did something about 
it. Dillon needs to regain control not 
just for the sake of the fans, but for 
the sport in general. Hogan is tar- 
nishing the great history of WCW 
by constantly relying on the outside 
interference of his NWO cronies 
when he does wrestle. 
LISA EUTO 
Massena, NY 


Hulk Hogan doesn’t deserve to 
even be considered a contender 
to the WCW World title, let alone 
be the champion. He has done 
everything he could possibly do 
to turn this once-prestigious belt 
into a joke. What disgusts me 
even more is that most of the 
WCW wrestlers don’t even seem 
to care about the belt. | thought 
that championship gold was the 
reason most of these guys start- 
ed wrestling in the first place. 
Only Lex Luger seems to be actu- 
ally trying to get the belt from 
Hogan. Luger succeeded once, 
and the rest of the WCW wres- 
tlers came out to celebrate, but 
later did nothing to help him 
retain the belt. 

As long as the wrestlers in 
WCW don’t try to fight for the 
World title, the belt means nothing 
.. which is exactly what Hogan 
deserves. 

BRIAN PRICE 
Chicago Heights, IL 

(Editor's note: To find out com- 
plete results of our “Sirip Hogan?” 
fan poll, please turn to Andy Rod- 
riguez' “WCW Newsline” column 
on page 18.) 


HONORING ARN 

Monday, August 25, 1997, was 
a sad day for the wrestling world. © 
lt was the night we witnessed the 
retirement of one of wrestling’s 
greatest athletes, Arn Anderson. 
Arn is probably the greatest 
NWA/WCW TV champion in histo- 
ry and one of the sport’s greatest 
tag team wrestlers. | always ad- 
mired Arn for his non-flashy style 
of wrestling and the way he han- 
dled himself in the ring. He did his 
job and left without so much as 
flexing his muscles. In an era of 
bulky, muscle-flexing giants, 
“Double-A” was certainly a breath 
of fresh air. 

Mr. Anderson, you were and 
always will be one of the class 
acts of professional wrestling. You 
will be missed. 

SID WITHERSPOON 
Philadelphia, PA 


Arn Anderson officially announced his 
retirement from active competition this 
summer, Reader Sid Witherspoon is one 
of many who believes “Double-A’s” 
presence will be missed. 
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Bam Bam Bigelow criticized both Steve 
Austin and Dean Malenko in our Fall 
1997 issue. Reader Nicholas Accetta- 
Evans didn’t like that. 


BASHING BAM BAM 

| had to laugh when | read Bam 
Bam Bigelow’s pompous, arrogant 
comments about Steve Austin and 
Dean Malenko (“Head To Head,” 
Fall 1997). When asked who would 
win a match between Malenko and 
Austin, Bigelow snidely remarked 
that these two excellent grapplers 
were “wimps” and that he would 
“break them both in half.” This is 
certainly tough talk for a man who 
was defeated by a football player 
and wasted a year of his career 
feuding with a clown. 

Bigelow goes on to make a com- 
pletely ignorant statement about 
the sport: “I hate those guys who 
think that wrestling is a thinking 
man’s sport, like chess or some- 
thing.” What Bigelow fails to under- 
stand is that wrestling is just as 
much a mental sport as it is a 
physical one. Perhaps this is why 
Austin and Malenko are two of the 
top wrestlers in the world, while 
Bigelow is wandering around the 
independents and ECW. 

Don’t fool yourself, Bam Bam. 
You wouldn’t stand a chance 
against a solid technical wrestler. 
Step into the ring with either Austin 
or Malenko and you would get 
slaughtered. You can talk all you 
want, but the simple fact is that 
Bigelow will never be in the same 
league as Austin or Malenko. 

NICHOLAS ACCETTA-EVANS 
Brooklyn, NY (1 
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avai, Shawn Michaels, Eliminators-Gangstas, Giant- 
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Winter 1996: Special Report; WCW vs. WWF, Who's 
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Lucha syle, Bearer-Undertaker, Hunter Hearst Helmsley, 
Danny edge. 
Spring 1997: Hulk Hogan; “The NWO Is Taking Over The 
WWF Next!" Magazine Within A Magazine: 20 
Greatest WrestleMania Matches. Plus: 
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Diesel, Shawn Michaels, Terry Funk. 
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HE SAD SAGA of the Von Erich fami- 

ly continued on September 10 when 

Fritz Von Erich died of cancer at his 
home in Lake Dallas, Texas. Doctors discov- 
ered cancer in Fritz’ lungs in late-July and 
shortly afterward found that it had spread to his 
brain and adrenal glands. The final torture in 
Fritz’ torturous life didn’t last long. He went 
quickly and quietly. 

The tragic tale of Fritz’ life has been told so 
many times. He and his wife, Doris, had six 
sons, but all but one have died. Kerry, Mike, 
and Chris all committed suicide. David died of 
acute enteritis. Jackie, their first-born, was 


Fritz Von Erich did a 
lot to make the claw- 
hold famous when he 
was a wrestler. Unfor- 
tunately, he will not 
be best remembered 
for his success with 
that hold. 


em Keport 


with Bill Apter 


electrocuted in 1959 when when he was just 
seven. A family that was so full had been 
reduced to three—Fritz, Doris, and Kevin—in 
Fritz’ latter years. And in 1992, Fritz and Doris 
divorced. Texas’ First Family of Wrestling had 
all but self-destructed. 

I often wondered how both Fritz and*Doris 
managed to go on after losing so many sons, 
and I never really got an answer. How can that 
question be answered? Fritz and Doris had no 
choice. They had to go on, even as they 
watched one son after another die. It is a par- 
ent’s worst nightmare to have one child die. 
They had five. 
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Fritz was an outstanding wrestler in his time. 
He won the AWA World heavyweight title 
from Verne Gagne in 1963 and held it for two 
weeks before losing it back to Gagne. Although 
that was his only world championship reign, he 
won heavyweight titles in several federations 
and was the master of the “iron claw,” a hold he 
taught to his sons. 

“Fritz was one of the toughest men I ever 
wrestled,” Gagne said. “You knew when you 
stepped into the ring with him that you were in 
for a long night, because not only was he big 
and strong, he was smart. He knew how to 
wrestle. It never surprised me that all of his 
sons went on to become wrestlers, because he 
had a natural knack for it that he passed along. 
And, of course, his sons were fine wrestlers.” 
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Clockwise from far 
left: Kevin, David, 
Kerry, Mike, Fritz, 
and Chris Von Erich. 
They may have been 
the most famous 
family in wrestling 
history. Of these six, 
only Kevin is still 
alive. * 


In fact, with Fritz at the helm, the 
Von Erichs were enormously popular 
in Texas in the 1980s, so much so 
that none of them could walk the 
streets of Dallas and Fort Worth with- 
out being accosted by hundreds of 
fans. Kerry once mentioned to me 
that he signed an average of 200 auto- 
graphs per day. 

Many people felt that David was 
the best wrestler of the Von Erich 
boys, but Kerry had the best resume. 
He won the NWA World title from 
Ric Flair in 1984 and held it for 18 
days. He also battled Jerry Lawler for 
the AWA World title throughout 
1988. Kerry desperately wanted to 
win the belt that his father had held 
25 years earlier. 

“That would have meant a lot to 
me,” Kerry said a few months prior to 
his death. “Dad’s always been proud 
of that belt, so I thought it would 
have been nice to win the belt that my 
father held. That’s the kind of thing 
we talk about a lot.” 

The public didn’t always have a 
positive impression of Fritz. They felt 
he drove his sons too hard, and many 
people blamed him for their untimely 
deaths. The thinking went, How could 
so many of them have decided to com- 
mit suicide? There must have been 
something wrong with that family. My 
response to that is, who knows? Who 
knows what goes on with a family 
behind closed doors? It’s not really 
any of our business. The truth was that 
Fritz and Doris Von Erich had several 
very troubled sons. The truth also is 
that Kevin has found the strength to live on. 

“Sure, there was always a lot of pressure on 
us, but Dad never told us that we had to win 
matches or championships,” Kevin once said. 
“The pressure was always to give our best in 
the ring and represent the family in a proper 
manner. Dad was always very proud of the 
family and the image the Von Erichs had.” 

Of course, we know now that the legacy of 
the Von Erich family won’t be about how they 
lived, but about how they died. Sadly. 
Tragically. All before their time. Even Fritz 
was only 68. 

But 68 years is a long time when you have 
watched five children die. You could say that 
Fritz Von Erich died of cancer. More likely, he 
died of heartbreak. oO 
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called “The Night The Line Was Crossed.” 
Ironic, ain’t it, considering that the “line” does 
not exist anymore. 

In the space of just a few weeks, WCW’s J.J. 
Dillon and the WWF's Sgt. Slaughter were nearly 
decapitated. Dillon almost lost his noggin when he 
got crushed by a few “Hollywood” Hulk Hogan leg- 
drops. Then Slaughter found himself with his hair out 
of place when Steve Austin “Stone-Cold stunned” 
him. Chaos rules. And | love it. Don’t weep too much 
for those corporate muckety-mucks. Remember that 
both Dillon and Slaughter have slightly checkered 
pasts. They got what they deserved. 

But:since Austin has already “stunned” Vinnie 
Mac, too, who could be next? Advice to Bret and 
Owen Hart: Never allow your parents, Stu and 
Helen Hart, to attend another WWF card. | wouldn't 
put it past “Stone-Cold” to go after them. 

From the Frailty, Thy Name Is Mole Dept.: It was 
the biggest whodunnit since “Who Shot J.R.?” 
Everyone wanted to know who was the so-called 
“mole” in ECW, the person responsible for sending 
ECW wrestlers to WCW. Well, as fast as you can say 
“Angela Lansbury,” none other than ECW Com- 


f\ FEW YEARS ago, ECW held a card that it 
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Brandi Mankiewicz 


missioner Tod Gordon was revealed to be persona 
rodentia. Actually, we don’t know if he helped 
wrestlers such as Raven, Stevie Richards, and 
Perry Saturn make the jump, but we do know that 
Gordon was planning to lead a bunch of ECW 
wrestlers on a WCW invasion. 

But faster than you can say, “Barbed wire on bro- 
ken glass,” the commish was gone. Now many ask if 
ECW will be able to survive without its spiritual 
leader. | say yes. If ECW had lost Rob Van Dam, 
Tommy Dreamer, or The Sandman, they’d be near 
death, but they'll be fine without Gordon. | found him 
too confrontational and hands-on and often rooted for 
Bill Alfonso and his whistle whenever he and Gordo 
would tussle. Good riddance. 

From the King Solomon’s “I’ll Do It” Approach 
Dept.: So let me see if | understand this ... WCW 
loses its Executive Committee chairman to a hospital 
stay, so Roddy Piper gets the job? And then Piper's 
first executive action is to appoint himself the num- 
ber-one contender to the World title and give himself 
a match with Hulk Hogan at Halloween Havoc? This 
is beyond nepotism. Beyond narcissism. The fading 
Scot couldn’t buy a title shot after making his 
umpteenth straight-to-video C-movie, so he gift- 
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wrapped one for himself. Nice move. 

What really galls me is that the mindless plebes 
are cheering the move! How sad when so many oth- 
ers are more deserving than an inactive, kilt-wearing, 
pseudo-executive. I’m sure when Dillon does come 
back, the two will contend for the World tag team title. 

From the Live From Atlanta, It’s Saturday Nitro 
Live Dept.: Someone explain this to me. Why, when 
the NWO has accomplished so much, do they still 
feel the need to take up endless TV time telling us 
how “sweet” they are and how they are taking over? 
Boys, you’ve done it. You have the two top titles in 
WCW. Endless blathering does nothing. You’re 
beyond that point. And the Horsemen skit? Cute, but 
what did it accomplish? It did not bring you any more 
titles. It did not bring you any more power. |’m not 
opposed to kicking someone when they’re down, but 
you have to remember that the Horsemen were doing 
10 years ago what you're doing now. And they only 
needed a quartet. Chill. Relax. Be seen pete and not 
heard so much, 

From the Is That A Spine | See oa Shawn 


Michaels has been a fave target for me for the better 


part of a year now. I’ve enjoyed skewering the fan- 
pandering whiner. But his recent change of philoso- 
phy has turned my head, and | am born again. This is 
the Shawn Michaels who shook up wrestling five 
years ago when he superkicked Marty Jannetty into 
a glass window pane. This is the Shawn Michaels 
who took titles and fired bodyguards. Let’s hope that 
it sticks. With veteran rulebuster Rick Rude in his 
corner, he can’t go wrong. Me rooting for Shawn 
Michaels. Things that make you go hmmmmmm. 
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From the Disco Ducks Back In Dept.: | had to rub 
my eyes and pinch myself (settle down, boys) to 
make sure that | wasn’t dreaming. But there he was, 
Disco Inferno back in WCW in all his polyester 
splendor and not a hair out of place. He’ll show WCW 
wrestlers a few things (he already taught Alex 
Wright a wrestling lesson by beating him for the TV 
belt) and the Nitro girls a few dance steps. Lord 
knows that they can use all the help they can get. | 
can’t wait for those Nitro parties to start so the Nitro 
girls can stay off my TV screen. But | digress. Wel- 
come back, Disc! | raise an eight-track tape in your 
honor. 

Finally ... BWO, we hardly knew ye. Blue Meanie, 
Super Nova ... you're still in my thoughts. Many may 
lament the death of The Four Horsemen, but my 
blood will always run blue. 

Until next time, remember that no matter what 
Hogan or Piper tell you, | will always be the biggest 
icon in wrestling. And that’s the bottom line. 

[Editor's note: Somehow, we're having a hard time 
taking that last statement real seriously. We won't 
even bother responding. But as always, we'll remind 
you that the views expressed in this column are 
those of Brandi Mankiewicz alone, and they do not 
necessarily reflect the opinions of anyone else on the 
staff of this magazine.] oO 
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STING 


We know what you’re thinking: It’s not an imaginary Hulk Hogan ys. Sting 
match that you crave. You want the real thing, and Sting wants one, too. After 
going more than a year without wrestling a match, Sting made it clear without 

speaking a word that he wanted a match against Hogan. At press time, it 
appeared likely that such a match would take place at Starrcade. 

A Sting vs. Hogan World title match would pack any arena in the country and 
attract a huge pay-per-view audience. It’s the match everyone wants to see. 
Hogan vs. Sting, which happened once in a forgettable 1995 match, would be a 
battle of opposites. The powerful brawler vs. the thinking man’s aerial star. 
The man who turned against the fans vs. the man who has embraced the fans 
and refused to turn against them, even when the NWO offered him piles of 
money. Hollywood Hulk vs. Everyman. It’s as enticing as it sounds. 
Hogan checks in at 6’8”, 275 pounds, and is known around the world not only 
for his work in the ring, but for his work on TV and in movies. He is a five-time 
former WWF World champion and a three-time WCW World champion, having 
held the belt since August 9, 1997, when he beat Lex Luger. 

Sting checks in at 6’2”, 260 pounds, and is known around the world for his 
colorful face paint, costumes, and style. He never wrestled in the WWF, 
but has been a long-time star in WCW, having won three World titles and two 
U.S. titles. He has gotten even more popular since he stopped wrestling. 

So here you have them: two of the most famous wrestlers in the sport’s history. 
As a preview to Starrcade, we’ve brought them together ... “Head To Head.” 
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Let me say first off that it’s about time you got a 
woman in here. I've been reading this magazine for a 
long time, and all | keep seeing are men, men, men, 
when it’s women who think logically and know what's 
really going on in the world. I'm surprised you even 
remember that I've taken on both of these clowns 
during my career. 

The way | see it, you have two typical men. One 
of them, Sting, never feels like wrestling, and the 
other one, Hogan, ignores his responsibility to 
defend the WCW title on a regular basis. | don’t care 
if he's in the NWO or the NRA—he's supposed to be 
in there defending the title ot least once every few 
weeks, at least if he had any self-respect. Which he 
doesn’t. 

The problem with Hogan is that he thinks the 
world revolves around those big biceps of his, but | 
have news for you, brother: tt doesn’t. The world was 
fine before Hulk Hogan, and it'll get along fine after 
you're gone, which couldn't be soon enough as far as 
I'm concerned. 

As for Sting, at least he has a little more self- 
respect and doesn't go around telling everybody how 
great he is. | like a confident man, but there’s nothing 
worse than a windbag. But if you ask me, if Sting had 
any confidence in himself, he'd take a few matches 
against a few lesser wrestlers, beat the tar out of 
them, and then go after Hogan. 

So here we have Hogan and Sting, and you want 
me to pick a winner. Well, fine. I'll do that. It would 
be Sting, because at least he knows how to wrestle. | 
say it happens in less than 10 minutes. Hogan’s just 0 
brawler and an overrated one, too. 

Long-time wrestler/manager Sherri Martel 
managed Ric Flair when he lost his retirement 
match to Hulk Hogan in 1994 and managed 
Sting for one night that same year before dou- 
ble-crossing him. 
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| hate Hogan. | want to. make that clear right now, 
just so nobody thinks that I'm being biased or any- 
thing. | hate Hogan with a passion. | can see where 
maybe 10, 15 years ago, he was good for wrestling, 
because he brought new fans into the sport, but these 
days, he’s walking around with the WCW World 
heavyweight title, and he hardly ever bothers to 
defend it. He hides behind his NWO buddies all the 
ime and shoots off his mouth with Bischoff. 

| respect Sting’s ability. | want to tell you that, 
too, just so you know. | don’t like the way he basi- 
cally forced WCW to give him the match he wanted, 
because | think after a man has been away from the 
ring for a while, it kind of drops him on the federa- 
tion's totem pole, but | have a lot of respect for the 
man. Here’s a guy who has always been good for 
the sport, 

That's why f’m torn, You guys at WRESTLE AMERICA 
asked me for my opinion, and I'ma man of my word, 
When people ask me a question, | give them my 
heartfelt answer. | think Sting’s a much more versatile 
wrestler, but Hogan is always tough, and Sting hasn't 
wrestled for a long time. | just think Hogan has had 
too much time to prepare for this. | don't see how 
Sting could beat him. 

You're probably thinking that I'm making a big 
mistake here, especially because Sting really is better 
in a lot of different areas, but | don't think people 
have any idea how hard it is to step into the ring after 
a long layoff and wrestle against one of the best 
wrestlers in history. Plus, Hogan has the NWO behind 
him, which could be enough anyway. The NWO would 
never allow him to get cleanly pinned in the middle of 
the ring, or anywhere, 

But it's Hogan. | wish it wasn’t, but it is. And that’s 
my honest opinion. 

Jimmy Hart, Hulk Hogan’s former manager, 
has also managed against Hogan and Sting. 
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Interesting matchup you guys have here. You 
know, | wrestled both of these men in my day, and 
both of them could be pretty tough. So what I'm 
going to do is compare them category by category 
just to give you an idea of what's going on in my 
mind, and then explain my conclusion. 

Power. Hogan definitely has the edge, but not by 
a huge margin. He works out a lot and has those 
huge arms, but the real difference is that Hogan 
bases his attack on power, while Sting has other 
weapons. That's why I'd give Hogan the edge in this 
category. 

Physical condition. Usually, I'd say Sting by a 
wide margin, but not in this case, because he’s had a 
long layoff. Sure, Sting worked out and kept in shape 
while he was away, but there's nothing like activity 
inside the ring. Hogan hasn't been very active, but at 
least he wrestles once in a while. Still, I'll give Sting 
the edge because he has better stamina. 

Smarts. The mental game. I'll give the edge to 
Sting, even though Hogan has the NWO on his side, 
and that can count for a lot. Sting can think his way 
through a match and change strategies, which 
Hogan can’t do because all he does his kick and 
punch and drow upon the people around him for a 
kick of adrenaline. Sting can think his way out of 
trouble. 

Overall skill. Definitely Sting. Like | said, Hogan's 
basically just a kicker and puncher. Sure, | wrestled 
him before, and at times, | underestimated his desire. 
Sting has the complete game: mat skills, aerial skills, 
and power. He gave me some of the toughest match- 
es of my life. 

Add it up and the edge goes to Sting. He'd pin 
Hogan in under 20 minutes. 

Former WWF Intercontinental champion 
Greg Valentine battled Hogan for the World 
title in the WWE and Sting in WCW. 


You want an answer? I'll give you an answer! And 
you'd better listen up good, because what I'm gonna 
tell you is the truth, and that's all there is to it. You 
don’t have to ask anyone else for their opinion, 
because what I'm saying is gospel. I've wrestled both 
these men, and | know who's better. 

Let me tell you something about Hogan. He’s a big 
meathead. Yeah, | know what you're saying, that he’s 
all about power and I'm all about power, so what the 
heck am I talking about? But ! know this for sure: He 
isn't too smart. Yeah, he’s made a lot of money in this 
sport, and he’s won a lot of titles, but he only knows 
one way into a match and one way out, That's power 
in, power out, and if the fans aren't on his side, he's 
nothing. That's what I’m getting at: When you're talk- 
ing about Sid, you're talking about a man who doesn’t 
need any help and can overpower anyone in the 
world. Not Hogan. 

As for Sting, | know what he's all about, too. The 
man can flat-out wrestle. | learned a few things 
from wrestling him. Yeah, his style isn’t my style, 
and it never will be, because we're two completely 
different kinds of wrestlers, but he showed me 
something about mental toughness and changing 
your strategy in the middle of a match. Sting has a 
lot of moves, but that’s not what makes him so hard 
to beat. What makes him so hard to beat is his sta- 
mina and his smarts, not to mention the fact that 
he's strong, too. 

Hogan's only chance would be to overpower Sting 
in the first five minutes, and | know that wouldn't 
happen, because Sting is smart enough to not let it 
happen. After 15 minutes, Sting would have him right 
where he wanted him, and that would be flat on the 
mat for the pin. 

Former WWF World champion Sid Vicious 
feuded with Hogan in the WWF and Sting in 
WCW. O 
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THE NWO SHOULD GET ITS OWN SHOW 


By Liz Hunter 


the past 18 months knows that without the 

New World Order, WCW would be the 
same old wrestling federation it had been for 
nearly a decade before Hulk Hogan, Kevin 
Nash, Scott Hall, and company came along. 
Sure, WCW always had great wrestling, but not 
enough people were watching it. The WWF 
was by far the leader in North American 
wresiling. 

All that has changed. Suddenly, more people 
are watching WCW than ever before. WCW’s 
Nitro consistently draws a much larger Monday 
night audience than the WWF’s Raw Is War. 
There’s more excitement and intensity than ever 
before, and for one main reason: the NWO, 

By creating this splinter group of WCW, the 
NWO has unwittingly saved the federation it so 
desperately wants to destroy. The WCW World 
champion is NWO leader Hulk Hogan. The top 
tag team in the world is the NWO" s Hall and 
Nash. Curt Hennig received 
an offer to become the 
enforcer of The Four Horse- 
men, but he lasted only a 
few weeks before jumping 
to the NWO and capturing 
the U.S. belt. Japanese 
wrestling stars have flocked 
to the big money of the 
’ NWO, J.J. Dillon was hired as 
chairman of WCW’s Execu- 
tive Committee, and his 
main job is to keep the 
NWO under control. 

In other words, people 
aren't just watching WCW, 
They‘re watching the NWO 
vs, WCW. 

That’s why when wow 


A NYBODY WHO HAS watched WCW over 


14 


adds a Thursday night TV show in January, it 
should hand the reigns over to the NWO. Let 
Eric Bischoff be the lead broadcaster. Allow 
the NWO to do whatever it wants. Then sit 
back and see how many people tune in to the 
show. | predict that an NWO show on Thursday 
night would be the highest-rated wrestling pro- 
gram in history. 

This is about the NWO getting its just due. It’s 
about WCW rewarding the NWO for what if has 
done to help the federation. The people within 
the NWO are the most creative, energetic indi- 
viduals In wrestling. They Know how to work up a 
crowd. They know how to rile up enemies. Best 
of all, they know how to get revenge. 

By the way, as TV viewers know, Thursday is 
Seinfeld, Friends, and ER night on NBC. | have a 
feeling that the NWO could give any of those 
blockbusters some competition. 

Liz Hunter is a contributing editor of Wrestle 
AMERICA. 


The NWO gets plenty of time on all WCW telecasts these days. Liz Hunter argues that this 
group has had a lot to do with WCW’s success in the TV ratings and could attract a huge 
TV audience on its own. 
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There are two sides to every story, and nowhere is that more true than in 


professional wrestling. Every issue, two of the world's most respected mat 
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journalists will debate an important issue concerning the sport, facing off for an 


exchange of ideas, leaving the final decision up to YOU! 


COUNTERPOINT: 


THE NWO SHOULD NOT GET ITS OWN SHOW 


By Dave Rosenbaum 


glemost ridiculous “Point/Counterpoint” in 

the history of Wrestte AMericA. Whoever came 
up with this “Point/Counterpoint’ clearly wasn’t 
thinking clearly. The idea of the NWO getting its 
own Thursday night show is patently ridiculous. 
It’s illogical. Of course, that means WCW will 
probably go ahead and do it. 

Reason number one: The NWO is part of 
WCW. NWO members are fighting for WCW 
titles. 

Reason number two: In wrestling, you need 
good guys and bad guys. You need one side 
against the other. If the NWO has its own show, 
does that mean that NWO wrestlers will go up 
against NWO wrestlers? Who wants to see that? 
But if NWO wrestlers go up against WCW 
wrestlers, then all you 
have is a Thursday night 
version of Nitro with a 
different label. The NWO 
is no fun without WCW 
wrestlers, 

Reason number 
three: The NWO is trying 
to destroy WCW, Why 
should WCW encourage 
Qa group that’s trying to 
bring it down? 

Reason number four: 
Eric Bischoff is not quali- 
fied to be a TV broad- 
caster. Bischoff is quali- 
fied to be nothing more 
than a DJ at weddings. 

Reason number five: 
As my esteemed col- 
league pointed out, — 


E ME START out by saying that this is the sin- 


NBC. A wrestling show would get creamed, 

Reason number six: What makes the NWO any 
more special than The Four Horsemen? What 
makes them any different? The Horsemen have 
as much right to their own show as the NWO. In 
other words, the Horsemen have no right to their 
own show. 

Somehow, people are forgetting that the 
NWO is not separate from WCW. Giving the 
NWO its own show would be like giving the 
Dallas Cowboys their own show on Sunday after- 
noons, then letting them decide the rules and 
who they play. 

In fact, this whole thing makes so little sense 
that I’m not writing anymore. 

Dave Rosenbaum is a senior writer for Wrestle 
AMERICA. O 


———S —— ee 


Thursday is Seinfeld, Hulk Hogan and Eric Bischoff think they deserve their own show, but Dave Rosenbaum 
Friends, and ER night on doesn’t. He feels an NWO show would probably turn out to be too much like Nitro. 
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RANKING M 12-1H THE SKINNY 


1. Hulk Hogan - : l Still too inactive 

2. Lex Luger + 9 2 Uncrowned champ 

3. Randy Savage = 3 l Still has it 

4. Dallas Page - 5 4 Losses pile up 

5. The Giant = 7 l Don’t forget Hogan 

6. Roddy Piper - 2 2 One last hurrah? 

7. Kevin Nash - l 5 Why not challenge Hulk? 

8. Alex Wright = l 8 Just plain annoying 

9. Dean Malenko l 7 Slumping a bit 

10. Konnan + 2 8 Keep your mouth shut 

BR RRR, bck: ens A UR 213,5 sdsiaTencaes Wad cdzapav Ueoasslaneres 
RANKING M qs12- iH THE SKINNY 

1. Hall/Nash = 5 l Always find a way 

2. Steiners + 3 2 Ted should help 

3. Harlem Heat = 2 l Jackie's guys 

4. Mortis/Wrath - l 4 Lots of potential 

5. Barbarian/Meng l 5 Inconsistent 
U.S. TITLE 

1. Curt Hennig + l l Brutal betrayal 

2. Jeff Jarrett + 2 At least Debra likes him 

3. Eddy Guerrero + ] Not just a cruiser 

= 4 
! 


1 
| 
4. Chris Jericho 3 Try this title now 
5. Steve McMichael 5 a climb back to top 


Seeerereesesesesesessesesaseee SOHOH HCOOH SEEESEH SESS ESEEEHESTSESETOTESESHETESEOEEEEEe 


Chris “leticho Steve McMichael 
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WRESTLER OF THE MONTH 


WRIGHT 


Alex Wright has had a 
strange Career so far. He 
was consistently excellent in 
1995, when he was voted 
Rookie of the Year by PW/ 
readers, then was terrible in 
1996. But in 1997, he has 
been for the most part out- 
standing, thanks to a new, 
more aggressive style. 

In the span of two months 
during the summer of 97, he 
twice defeated Chris Jericho 
cleanly (the first time to win 
the WCW cruiserweight belt) 
and twice defeated Ultimo 
Dragon cleanly (the first time 
to win the TV belt). Should 
we expect him to go into a 
prolonged slump in 1998? 
Not likely. 

“| don’t worry about what 
anybody else thinks. any- 
more,” said Wright, “and 
that’s why I’m a much better 
wrestler now. It doesn’t mat- 
ter if people don't like every- 
thing | do, because most of 
them are too stupid to ap- 
preciate me. | do everything 
the way | want now.” 

“Das Wunderkind” will no 
doubt have a lot of tough 
wrestlers gunning for him in 
the very near future, but he'll 
be ready for all of them. 
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whatever it takes to crush WCW. Even 

destroy a legend. 

That’s what the wrestling world discov- 
ered following the Horsemen-NWO “War 
Games” match at Fall Brawl. After the con- 
test, Curt Hennig, who had joined the 
Horsemen two weeks earlier, slammed the 
steel cage door on Ric Flair’s head..The 
blow was so brutal the Horsemen’s elder 
statesman will require facial surgery. 

That didn’t concern Hennig, whose 
stunning decision to join the NWO robs 
WCW of a powerful weapon. 

“Did anyone seriously think I'd waste 
time with the Horsemen?” said Hennig. 
“Flair has nothing to offer me, and | won’t even men- 
tion those other two clowns. Every serious athlete in 
this business knows the NWO is the place to be. 
Anybody who hasn't joined either isn’t good enough 
or doesn’t have the guts to take the challenge!” 

Maybe the events leading up to Hennig’s double- 
cross should have offered a clue. He claimed he was 


| OFFICIAL NOW: The NWO will do 
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The good relationship Ric Flair and Curt Hennig 
seemed to have ended at Fall Brawl (left) when 

} Hennig double-crossed the “Nature Boy” and joined 
the NWO. The normally upbeat Nitro broadcasters 
(below), especially Tony Schiavone, were so upset 
the next night that they could barely work. 


Cee? 
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jumped and injured by the NWO backstage at Fall 
Brawl and therefore did not accompany Flair, Steve 
McMichael, and Chris Benoit for the bout against 
Kevin Nash, Syxx, Marcus Bagwell, and Konnan. 
Later, though, Hennig came to ringside, pulled out 
two pair of handcuffs, and eventually attacked Flair. 
After cuffing McMichael and Benoit to the cage, he 
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Perry Saturn picked up a victory over Billy Kidman in his first WCW match this 
September, That was remarkable considering that a little more than three 


months earlier he had had major knee surgery. 


continued his assault on the “Nature Boy.” 

It’s expected that Flair will miss at least several 
months. His friends and allies, though, say they care 
about more than whether he’ll miss a few bouts. 

“| swear, | never thought the NWO would go this 
low,” McMichael said. “This is almost beyond belief. 
Hennig is really low! You’d think the man, seeing how 
he’s a second-generation wrestler, would have more 
respect for this sport. | just sincerely hope and pray 
that Ric gets through this. We need him!” 

Fellow competitors were not the only ones 
stunned by Flairs predicament. The night after Fall 
Brawl, at the start of WCW Monday Nitro in Charlotte, 
North Carolina, Tony Schiavone openly questioned 
whether he would be able to work the telecast. 
Visibly shaken, Schiavone credited Flair with helping 
him get his start in wrestling broadcasting 13 years 
ago. Then, despite the pleadings of fellow commen- 
tators Mike Tenay and Larry Zbyszko, Schiavone 
took off his headset and left the broadcast table. 

Schiavone must have been glad, though, that he 
did not call Hennig’s victory that night over 
McMichael for the U.S. title. The win leaves the 
Horsemen wondering even more about their future. 

“Its gonna be a tough road ahead, no question,” 
Benoit said. “Will we get through it as a team? | hon- 
estly have to wonder. | hope we can, but right now, 
it's hard to be an optimist.” 

What happened to Flair almost makes seem tame 
what happened to his ex-Horsemen manager, J.J. 
Dillon. On the September 1 edition of Nitro, Hulk 
Hogan made another contribution to NWO treachery 
when he attacked the chairman of WCW’s Executive 
Committee. 

“They say | beat up on a defenseless man, broth- 
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er,” said Hogan, “but nobody tells the 
NWO what to do! It’s NWO for life, 
and if you don’t like it, you’re just 
gonna have to live with it!” 

Despite its difficulties, WCW has 
been getting some top-notch talent 
lately. In August, former ECW tag 
team champion Perry Saturn signed 
a contract with the federation. Saturn 
became the third major ECW star to 
jump to WCW, joining Raven and 
Stevie Richards. 

Saturn said there are no plans for 
his former partner in The Elimi- 
nators, John Kronus, to join him. 

“We were great together,” Saturn 
said, “but it’s time for me to go it 
alone. I’m at the point in my career 
where | can really make some head- 
way here in WCW!” 

A somewhat remarkable state- 
ment, considering that in May, Saturn 
suffered a knee injury so severe it required major 
surgery. Told he would need a year of rehabilitation, 
Saturn forged ahead, and already is being consid- 
ered a major contender. 

One title Saturn won’t be contending for, though, is 
the WCW cruiserweight belt Eddy Guerrero won 


Eddy Guerrero has even more reason to be arrogant now. 
He defeated Chris Jericho cleanly for the WCW cruiser- 
weight belt at Fall Brawl. 


Rick Martel (shown against Tito Santana) is one of many 
veteran wrestlers to have joined the federation in 
September. WCW is expanding its roster as it prepares to 
debut a new Thursday night show. 


from Chris Jericho at Fall Brawl. Competition for that 
prize has become incredibly intense among a group of 
athletes that also includes Syxx, Alex Wright, and 
Ultimo Dragon. 

“But I’m the best of the bunch!” crowed Guerrero. 
“And | intend to hold this belt for a lot longer than those 
other losers have!” 

Not merely content with the success of Monday 
Nitro, WCW officials are looking to build on their victo- 
ries in the TV ratings war. It appears almost definite 
now that beginning in January, the federation will pre- 
sent a second live weekly show. The telecast, as of yet 
unnamed, is scheduled to be shown on Thursdays on 
TBS. Word is that the program will feature, among 
many others, newcomers such as Rick Martel, Nord 
the Barbarian, Tim Horner, and Chris Adams. 

Recent events may cause Arn Anderson, who 
gave his spot in the Horsemen to Hennig, to wish for a 
return to active competition. That won’t happen, but 
“The Enforcer’ will remain close to the ring, as a talent 
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scout for WCW. 

“And the men | find won’t jump to the NWO; mark 
my words!” Anderson claimed. 

Big Bubba Rogers is back in WCW and wrestling 
under his real name, Ray Traylor. He had been out 
with a knee injury since February, and he’s now hop- 
ing to help destroy the NWO. Good luck, Ray, you'll 
need it. Disco Inferno also has returned, following a 
stint on the independent circuit. 

Unfortunately, he brought his glitter ball with him 
and is annoying as ever. . 

And finally, the results of the poll in which we invited 
you to participate back in our Fall 1997 issue. We 
asked you if you thought Hogan should be stripped of 
the WCW World title. More than 88 percent of you said 
he should be. And most of the 12 percent of you who 
said no indicated that you only said that because you 
thought titles should only change hands in the ring. 
Rest assured that we have delivered these results to 
the WCW Executive Committee and have been 
assured that your opinions will be considered. Oo 


Love him or hate him—Disco Inferno is back in WCW. He’s 
dancing as much as ever, but he had yet to defeat anyone 
of note as of press time. 
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He let the 
Horsemenibelieve 
that he was going 
to join their side. 
Instead, Curt 
Hennig turned 
against them-and 
joined the NWO. 
Here, in Hennig’s 
own words, is how 


it all happened 


By Curt Hennig 


ET ME TELL you idiots some- 
thing: The funniest thing I’ve 
ver seen in my life was the 
look on Ric Flair’s face when | said 
that | would take Arn Anderson’s 
spot as enforcer of The Four 
Horsemen. That moron actually 
believed that | came to WCW to 
be one of his lackeys. He had to 
be kidding. Why should | want to 
be the lackey for a man whose 
butt | kicked more times than | can 
remember? 
The man played right into my 
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In retrospect, maybe Flair and Am should have realized that Hennig was pro-NWO given 
that he was so quick to double-cross “Diamond” Dallas Page at Bash at the Beach. 


hands. I’ve been looking to get a 
hold of Flair for a long time. 
Remember what | did to him five 
years ago when me and the 
“Macho Man” humiliated him? 
Well, that was only the beginning. 
Yeah, | kicked his butt back then, 
but this time, | planned on kicking 
his mind. That's what it was about 


all along. 

| could have done it the easy 
way, but that wouldn’t have been 
any fun. That’s not Curt Hennig’s 
style. Maybe most people would 
have gone right after Flair, but | 
didn’t. From the minute | signed 
with WCW, | figured the best way 
to go about getting revenge was to 
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make Flair think | was on his side 
again, like it was the good ol’ 
days. The only problem was, the 
ol’ days with Flair weren’t good for 
me—they were only good for him. 

| wanted to see Flair beg and 
plead: | wanted him down on his 
knees, begging me to join The Four 
Horsemen and actually thinking it 
was going to happen. That was the 
best part of all, the way | kept 
stringing him along. Nash kept ask- 
ing me, “Are you gonna do it yet?” 
but | was having too much fun. Flair 
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Arn Anderson was in a lot of pain after his Halloween Havoc 
match with Lex Luger last year (above) and might have 
known then that his career was in jeopardy. But he thought 
Flair and Hennig, who had a bad relationship in 1992 (left), 
could function together (below)..He was,dead wrong. 
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was my puppet on a string. 

So things were going along just 
fine, as far as | was concerned. 
Everybody was trying to figure out 
which way | was going to turn, and 
Flair actually had it in his mind that 
| was going to join the Horsemen. | 
can just see him now, sitting 
around with his Horsemen buddies 
trying to figure out what they 
should offer me. The best part of 
all must have been when An- 
derson, that old loser, got up and 
said, “l know. I'll offer him my spot 
as enforcer.” What | would have 
paid to have been a fly on the wall 
when he did that! 

Then came the next best part, 
when Flair kept begging and it 
looked like | wouldn’t join. Then 
Arn came out and sprung his big 
surprise on me. But you know 
what? | knew all along that would 
happen. And you know what? 
Who cared? Not me. After all, 
what does it mean to be enforcer 
of The Four Horsemen? What's 
that supposed to be, like President 
of the United States? The Horse- 
men are so full of themselves that 
they actually think those things 
mean something. It’s a laugh. 

Okay, so then the ruse went on. | 
agreed to become enforcer of The 
Four Horsemen, and everybody 
started celebrating as if all the 
problems of the world had been 
solved. That night, | ate, drank, and 
slept on Horsemen money, and let 
me tell you something: | ate and 
drank very well. Meanwhile, I’m 
thinking Flair must be so happy 
because he thinks I’m gonna do his 
dirty work. What a loser. 

| had to be very carefulnot to 
divulge what was going on. | never 
met with the NWO during all that 
periody although | didn’t have to. 
Werhad come to an agreement 
long before that, and the money 
was better than anything the 
Horsemen could have offered. 


Hennig did wrestle NWO members such 
as Scott Hall a few times before he 
Joined the group. He enjoyed listening to 
Flair beg him to join the Horsemen night 
after night. 
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Believe me, the Horsemen are 
minor league. The NWO is first 
class all the way. In the Horse- 
men, | would have been Fiair’s 
lackey. In the NWO, | do what | 
want to do when | want to do it. 
Then came Fall Brawl and, of 
course, | was supposed to team 
with Flair, McMichael, and Benoit 


against Nash, Syxx, Bagwell, and 


Konnan in “War Games,” but that 
was never going to happen. Flair 
was so happy when he saw me 
come to the ring, even though my 
arm was in a sling. Flair didn’t care 
if | was hurt, which of course | 
wasn’t. He just wanted to use me 
anyway. And then the whole thing 
fell apart for the Horsemen. 
Slamming the door on Flair’s head 
was one of the best things I’ve 
ever done, although | must say, 
his head seems to be getting a lit- 
tle softer in his old age. 

| also enjoyed what Flair said 
afterward, that thing about me 
being given an opportunity that 


few other athletes ever had, and 
how I'll regret doing what | did for 
a long time. Yeah, and Sting, Lex 
Luger, and the others regretted 
leaving the Horsemen and were 
really hurt by it. The Horsemen 
exist for one purpose, to protect 
Flair, and now that I’m not with 
them, he’s in real trouble and he 
knows it. Flair has a very big prob- 
lem on his hands. 

It was a lot of fun humiliating 
Steve McMichael and taking away 
his U.S, title the next night, too, 
but | don’t think anything will ever 
compare to the feeling | had when 
| slammed that cage door. 

Like | said, the NWO is the wave 
of the present and the future. The 
Horsemen, they're a 1980s joke, 
like bad rock ’n’ roll and Ronald 
Reagan. Flair should realize that 
they’re dead. Joining the NWO 
wasn’t only the best move of my 
life, it was the most fun. | made 
Flair suffer like he has never suf- 
fered before. oO 
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HULK HOGAN vs. LEX LUGER: Even though “Hollywood” 
doesn’t make many titie defenses these days and occasional- 
by stows, Sie eftects of ing: Ca, eet, ores 9 
find their target. 
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L vs. : A former All-Pro 
defensive lineman the Chicago Bears, “Mongo” 
knows how to knock 


And it feels so good whemhe does it to his arch-rival. 


wa = fh 


1 Wee = Rs 


DALLAS PAGE vs. KEVIN NASH: Nash was feeling very good about him- 


self as he held “Diamond” Dallas’ right leg, but what he didn’t expect 
was for Page to spin around and kick him with his Jeff leg. 


‘ook the time to 


LOS VILLANOS vs. HECTOR GARZA: Garza found it difficult to defend 
himself against Villano IV, but when Villano V came sliding through 
the ring ropes, he didn’t stand’a chance. 
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Psicosis! Stevie 


Richards! La Parka! 


Chavo Guerrero Jr.! 


These wrestlers and 


others are on the verge 


of WCW superstardom. 


Can they get there? 
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By Dave Rosenbaum 


WRESTLER’S CAREER 
Axe starts with his first 

match in a small, indepen- 
dent federation and progresses 
from there. If he’s successful, he'll 
take the following route: mid-level 
independent matches to indepen- 
dent champion ... early-in-the- 
card WCW or WWF matches to 
middle-of-the-card pay-per-view 
appearances. But the next step is 
the toughest. 

Very few wrestlers make the 
jump from mid-carder to stardom, 
and then to superstardom. To 
make that step, a wrestler must 
have something special. Extra- 
ordinary talent. An amazing body. 
A great gimmick. A promoter who 
thinks he has something that 
nobody else is seeing. 

Wrestling is a sport packed with 
athletes on the verge of superstar- 
dom. Only a few will become 
superstars. 

These days, at least 10 WCW 
stars can see superstardom up 
ahead. They’re at the peak of the 
mountain, and they’re trying to 
complete their climb. It’s not easy. 

Can these men make it? 


Glacier has a great look, but he’s 
slumping. 


GLACIER 


Martial arts experts are in great 
demand these days. And Glacier 
has this wonderful, colorful gim- 
mick with blue tights and blue 
lights—like a glacier, get it?—that 
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draws a lot of attention. If Glacier 
doesn’t make it to the next level, it 
won't be from lack of a gimmick. 

But what is the next level for 
Glacier, who spent too much time 
feuding with Mortis and Wrath, 
and has lost a lot of matches re- 
cently. Can he regain momentum, 
or is he headed for a lifetime of 
middle-of-the-card matches? We 
say that if Glacier is willing to put 
in the time to become a bit more 
well-rounded, the answer is yes. If 
he becomes comfortable (and 
that’s a strong temptation for any- 
body in any career), he’ll be an 
also-ran. 


MORTIS & WRATH 


Mortis wears a mask. Wrath is 
the former Adam Bomb, who 
flopped in the WWF several years 
ago. They’re managed by James 
Vandenberg, who seems to have 
a fair idea how to run a tag team. 

They feuded for a while in very 
nice style with Glacier and Ernest 
Miller and won most of the match- 
es, then lost to Rick and Scott 


Mortis could have a terrific future 
in tag teams. 
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Steiner on several 
arena cards. It just 
might be that they | 
need nothing more 
than time. Mortis and 
Wrath defeated Meng 
and The Barbarian at 
Fall Brawl, then fol- 
lowed it with a loss to 
Kevin Nash and Scott 
Hall. 

“This is definitely a 
team to watch,” said 
WCW broadcaster 
Bobby Heenan. “I don’t 
think either of them will 
become huge stars on 
their own, but as a 
team, they might be 
champions one day.” 


ERNEST MILLER 


Okay, none of the 
Ernest jokes. Ernest 
goes to camp. Ernest goes to the 
bottom of the “PW/ 500.” Well, if 
Ernest makes an earnest effort, he 
has a good shot at becoming a real 
star within the next two years. A 


Ernest Miller needs more experience. 


former kickboxer, Miller started in 
WCW during 1997 and made an 
immediate impact, teaming with 
Glacier and also winning some low- 
level singles matches. Miller is 
smart, strong, and talented. 
“| like him a lot,” said 
broadcaster Mike Tenay. 
“You can see the hunger 
in his eyes, but he doesn’t 
let his emotions get the 
best of him. He knows 
what he’s doing out there.” 
We like him, too. A lot. 


CHAVC 
GUERRERO JR. 


He has been in WCW 
only a little more than a 
year, but he has already 
been involved in one un- 
usual feud. He was one of 
the members of his family 
that Eddy Guerrero, his 
uncle, targeted after he 
turned rulebreaker. Chavo 
showed plenty of mental 
toughness during that feud 
and even upset Eddy in 
one match in September. 
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Chavo Guerrero Jr. has already 
beaten Uncle Eddy. 


He also beat Dallas Page last fall. 
Chavo Jr. has the raw talent, but 
his problem thus far has been con- 
sistency. Give him two more years 
and he could be on Eddy’s level. 


Hugh Morris isn’t laughing at his own struggles. 
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The former member of the 
Dungeon of Doom is big, 
surprisingly agile, and has a 
strange sense of humor. 
He’ll step into the ring laugh- 
ing like crazy, then he'll get 
serious for a few seconds, 
then he’ll laugh again. 
Actually, the laugh has been 
on Morris, who hasn't been 
accorded a great deal 
respect by WCW promoters. 
Decisive losses to Scott 
Norton don’t bode well for 
his future. And he recently 
lost to Alex Wright. 

The potential is there. It’s 
time to stop laughing. 


MARGUS 
BAGWELL 


Formerly known as Marcus 
Alexander Bagwell, he has not 
only shed a middle name,’ he has 
also shed the WCW tag team title 
he held four times, twice with The 
Patriot, and once each with 2 Cold 
Scorpio and Scotty 
Riggs. The last time 
was in 1995, so the 
question isn’t whether 
Bagwell can get to the 
next level. It’s whether 
he can get to his pre- 
vious level. 

Bagwell teams with 
Scott Norton as Vi- 
cious and Delicious, 
but their diet of oppo- 
nents hasn’t been 
good for their long- 
term hopes. Yet, Bag- 
well has something 
going for him: a body, 
an attitude, a persona. 
He calls himself “Buff” 
Bagwell, and we don’t 
think he has seen the 
last of the tag belts. In 
fact, we think he’ll be 
one of WCW’s bright- 
est stars at the turn of 
the century. 


“Buff” could be on his way 
to superstardom. 


PSICOSIS 


We said in the Fall 1997 issue of 
this magazine that Sonny Ono 
would make him a star. Psicosis is 
a high-risk Mexican wrestler, a 
5’10”, 200-pound daredevil from 
Tijuana who has lost some of his 
biggest matches, specifically 


Does Psicosis take too many chances? 
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La Parka has the moves 
and is plenty tough. 


against Ultimo Dragon and Rey 
Misterio Jr. But the talent is there, 
and Psicosis simply needs to take 
fewer chances. It’s those wrestlers 
who pick their spots more conser- 
vatively that usually thrive. We 
think he can make it. 


LA PARKA 


The “chairman” of WCW loves 
using chairs to punish his oppo- 
nents. A few months ago, however, 
he lost to Ultimo Dragon when 
Dragon kicked the chair back into 
La Parka’s face. He has lost more 
than he’s won, but fans love watch- 
ing him, and he'll keep getting his 
chances. He has a good chance of 
becoming a star. 


STEVIE RICHARDS 


The former co-holder of the ECW 
tag team title, with Raven, suffered 
a humiliating defeat at the hands of 
“Diamond” Dallas Page on Nitro in 
September and is having trouble 
again with Raven. He had wanted 
to get back into his former partner's 
good graces, but Raven wanted no 
part of it. One night, Raven helped 
Richards win a match by DDTing 
one of his opponents before he got 
to the ring, but after Stevie’s match 
with Page, he entered the ring and 
abused Richards. 

So far Richards has beaten only 
low-level WCW wrestlers, and he 
never won an ECW singles title. We 
say he can become a big star in 
WCW, but it will probably take two 
or three years. Two keys: He must 
avoid major injuries and he;must 
forget about Raven already: [] 


Richards hasn't gotten to use his “Stevie-kick” much in WCW. 
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132 PAGES OF 
THE VERY BEST 
IN WRESTLING 
JOURNALISM! 


Look for it at 
your 


local newsstand 


beginning 


Octoher 7! 
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HEIGHT: 63” 

WEIGHT: 222 

HOMETOWN: Berlin, Germany 
MAJOR TITLES HELD: WCW TV 
(1997-current); WCW 
cruiserweight (1997) 

BIGGEST STRENGTHS: 
Quickness and agility 

BIGGEST WEAKNESS: Spends 
too much time yelling at fans 
when he should be following up 
on moves 

FAVORITE MANEUVER: 
German suplex 

CLOSEST ALLY: Himself 
MOST HATED OPPONENT: 
Chris Jericho 

BIGGEST MATCH: Defeated 
Ultimo Dragon for the WCW TV 
title just nine days after he 

had suffered a disappointing 
loss to Chris Jericho for the 
cruiserweight belt 

IMMEDIATE GOALS: Continue to 
defend the TV title successfully 
and eventually take a run at the 
U.S. belt 

LONG-RANGE GOAL: Get fans 
to respect him for his wrestling 
and dancing ability 

HE SAID IT: “I'm tired of trying to 
prove to American fans that | am 
the best wrestler in the world. 

lf they can’t see it by now, 

they are hopeless!” 


‘ 


WRIGHT 
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HIGHLIGHTS, 


times.” 

While Charles Dickens made that phrase the 
most famous beginning of any novel, it is rather 
doubtful that he intended it to be used in a section 
about 10 of the most prominent professional 
wrestlers and their best and worst moments over a 
decade. But it does apply. : 

As wrestling has grown in popularity, wrestlers 
have grown in prosperity. For many, money comes 
from generous, guaranteed contracts, not in com- 
peting night after night in one small town after 
another. But the 10 wrestlers we have chosen 
didn’t all have it so good 10 years ago. They had 
to work hard to get to where they are today, and 
they had a lot of highs and lows along the way. 
The list features some of the greatest stars in the 


a | T WAS THE best of times. It was the worst of 
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LOWLIGHTS, 
history of the sport. 

The editors of WRESTLE America took all 10 
wrestlers and carefully analyzed their careers 
over the past decade. We picked the greatest 
accomplishment of each year from 1988 to 1997 
and paired it with the most significant setback. 
The following section is full of key moments that 
shaped both their careers and wrestling history ... 
events that may have shocked the world, angered 
the masses, or even been cause for widespread 
celebration. 

Most wrestlers’ careers hinge on title wins and 
losses. That is why many of the best and worst 
moments revolve around these men capturing and 
relinquishing belts. Other times, the events are not 
related to what goes on in the ring. And other times, 
we chose to highlight sudden betrayals or long- 
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u can be sure it has in many ways deter- 
mined the direction of the wrestlers’ careers and 
helped to make them who they are today. 

Hulk Hogan’s path to rulebreaking can be tracked 
all the way back to his traumatic loss to Andre the 
Giant in 1988. Randy Savage went from World 
champion to retired competitor and to World champi- 
on again in the span of just a few years. Ric Flair 
made history as only the second man to win world 
titles in both the WWF and the NWA/WCW. Lex 
Luger turned good, bad, good, bad, good, bad, and 
good again (and along the way won many titles). 
Sting screamed to the masses who adored him as 
he developed into a superstar, but became suddenly 
and eerily silent last year. 

Jerry Lawler probably won and lost more titles 
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MOMENTS 


than all the wrestlers featured in this section com- 
bined. Bret Hart went from tag team star to beloved 
singles superstar and legend to hated singles super- 
star and legend. Shawn Michaels followed the same 
path and battled Hart for supremacy in the WWF. 
Ted DiBiase tried to buy off the rulemakers as a rule- 
breaker, but has since seen the error of his ways. 
Arn Anderson recently wrapped up a career of title 
victories and heinous actions, but he made wrestling 
history along the way. 

Many of the highs for one wrestler, you’ll find, 
were lows for another. A dream night for one could 
be a total nightmare for the other. 

We hope you enjoy this small piece of wrestling 
history. Ten wrestlers over 10 years marking the 10 
best and 10 worst events over that time. Read it 10 
times. It will entertain you tenfold. 
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BRET 
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HART 


from tag team wrestler to singles star and 

WWF champion. But he has also come full cir- 
cle in terms of his philosophy. In 1997, he returned to 
his rulebreaking ways after nearly a decade of 
wrestling as a fan favorite. 

At WrestleMania IV in 1988, Hart began his trans- 
formation to wrestling hero 
when he was eliminated from 
an invitational battle royal 
after being betrayed by Bad 
News Brown. Soon Hart and 
brother-in-law Jim Neidhart 
lost manager Jimmy Hart, but 
that wasn’t such a bad thing. 
He and Neidhart ended the 
year on the winning side of a 
10-man tag team elimination 
match at Survivor Series. 

In 1989, Hart and Neidhart 
got revenge on their former 
manager when they defeated 
Greg Valentine and The 
Honky Tonk Man, Jimmy 
Hart’s men, at WrestleMania 
V. Their luck took a turn for 
the worst, however, when 
they lost a non-title bout to 
new WWF tag champs Tully 
Blanchard and Arn Anderson 
at SummerSlam. 

It took two years for Hart 


[ iron the past 10 years, Bret Hart has evolved 


40 


Bret’s 1993 low 


and Neidhart to win the WWF tag title as fan 
favorites, but patience paid off at SummerSlam 1990, 
when they defeated Demolition in a best-of-three- 
falls match. Hart received his first opportunity to 
wrestle without his partner when they were split into 
different teams at Survivor Series. Unfortunately, he 
was pinned by Ted DiBiase. 

In 1991, Hart officially be- 
came a singles star. After he 
and Neidhart lost the tag title 
to The Nasty Boys at Wres- 
tleMania VIII, he took a long 
look at the status of his 
career and decided to go it 
alone. That decision obvious- 
ly turned out to be an intelli- 
gent one. The “Hitman” de- 
feated Curt Hennig for the 
Intercontinental title at Sum- 
merSlam that year. 

The year 1992 started out 
lousy for Hart, but ended 
well. One night prior to the 
Royal Rumble, Hart, stricken 
with the flu, went ahead with 
his defense of the Inter- 
continental title against The 
Mountie. He lost that belt but 
won another in October, 
when he forced WWF World 
champ Ric Flair to submit to 
his “sharpshooter.” 
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High: Regained 
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High: Lost 


High: Won WWF belt from High: Won third WWF title $0 High: Won 
King of the Ring Yokozuna WWF title by Shawn: Mienages fifth WWF title 
tournament beating Diesel by beating 
Undertaker 
om |) Seee87 beh) eee weve 9 “eee eeeeesbeoe « ee pesados “eee jeeeee 
. ~ seareetee as 288-000) a + ee 9 errr re ee-0 re -Ore re 
Low: Lost Low: Beat 
WWF belt to Steve Austin in 
Low: Lost WWF Bob Backlund Low: Pinned by first match in 
belt to arch-rival Jerry comeback Low: Lost WWF 
Yokozuna Lawler belt to Sid 


Hart became known as a fighting champion in 
1993. He kept an active schedule that eventually 
caught up with him when he lost to Yokozuna at 
WrestleMania IX. But Hart wasted little time com- 
plaining. He entered the King of the Ring tournament 
and won it by defeating Bam Bam 
Bigelow in the finals. 

Hart patiently waited for his 
opportunity to gain revenge on 
Yoko and take back his title. 
WrestleMania X was his chance; | 
that’s where he defeated the | 
sumo star for his second WWF 
World title. That after having lost 
to his own brother Owen earlier 
on the card. But it would be an 
unexpected and much smaller 
opponent who would take away 
his title. Bob Backlund won it at 
Survivor Series with help from 
Bret’s brother Owen. 

The “Hitman’s” second tenure 
as ex-champ was much more diffi- — 
cult than the first. He had trouble — 
focusing on the title and became ~ 
caught up in meaningless feuds. | 
One was with Jerry Lawler. “The © 
King” pinned him at the first In Your 
House with help from his friends | 
Hakushi and Shinja. But Hart | 
began to gain momentum after dis- _ 
patching Lawler and ending their 
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Bret’s 1997 high 


feud in a “kiss my foot” match at King of the Ring. At 
Survivor Series, he defeated Diesel for his third 
WWF title. 
An angrier Bret Hart emerged in 1996. Although 
he had respect for Shawn Michaels’ talents, Hart 
never liked him. And he liked him 
even less after “The Heartbreak 
Kid” beat him in an “lron Man” 
match at WrestleMania XII. Hart 
bolted from the federation immedi- 
ately after the loss. Following more 
than six months of soul-searching, 
he decided to come back. And what 
a comeback it was! He defeated 
Steve Austin in his return match at 
Survivor Series. 

Then came 1997—and the big 
change. Bret, was able to capture his 
fourth WWF World title in February, 
but it was not the high point of his 
year. That would come in August. 
The low point came 24 hours after he 
won the belt in February, when 
“Psycho” Sid beat him for the belt. 
This was the start of a vicious turn 
that would alienate Bret from his 
American fans. But Hart wasn’t con- 
cerned about fan favor anymore. He 
was singular in his purpose. And at 
SummerSlam, he beat The Under- 

’ taker for his fifth title, this time without 
cheers or fanfare. Oo 
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RANDY SAVAGE | 


ing to realize the potential that seemingly 
everyone was saying he had. Now he has two 
WWF and two world heavyweight titles to his credit, 
and he’s still wrestling very well. 
- One year after losing his Intercontinental title, 
Savage tasted gold again when he defeated Ted 
DiBiase in the finals of a tournament at 
WrestleMania IV (1988) to become WWF World 
champion. But the new 
champ soon learned the 
perils of being on top. He 
was embarrassed on TV 
when Andre the Giant at- 
tacked him as DiBiase 
held Elizabeth at bay. 
Savage returned to his 
rulebreaking roots in 1989. 
Not a good move. As a 
rulebreaker, he got into a 
feud with Hogan and lost 
the World belt to him at 
WrestleMania V. Frustrated 
by his failure to win the belt 
back, Savage went for a 
more unofficial title, that of 
WWF King. He defeated 
Hacksaw Duggan for that 
honor. 
The “Macho King” had 
few high and low points in 
1990. The lowest came on 


TH years ago, Randy Savage was just begin- 
n 


42 


sores 1989 low 


a live Main Event, when he picked a fight with boxer 
Buster Douglas, who had beaten Mike Tyson for the 
heavyweight title 12 days earlier. Savage does not 
recall much from that encounter, as he was knocked 
out by a looping right. Months later, he was able to 
retain his crown and settle a feud in his favor when 
he pinned Dusty Rhodes in just over two minutes at 
SummerSlam. 

Savage spent most of 1991 outside the ring, this 
after losing a retirement 
match to The Ultimate 
Warrior at WrestleMania 
Vil. But the best thing that 
happened to him in 1991 
was his reunion with man- 
ager Elizabeth. They were 
married at SummerSlam. 

Savage’s retirement did 
not last. He came back as 
strong as ever and was 
granted a shot at Ric 
Flairs WWF title at Wres- 
tleMania VIII. He made the 
most of the opportunity 
and pinned the “Nature 
Boy.” But Flair was as 
relentless as he always 
had been in WCW. Within 
five months, Savage was 
once again a former cham- 
pion. Flair got the belt 
back with a little help from 
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High: Won : High: Pinned High: Beat 
first WWF title in High: Beat Dusty Rhodes at Ric Flair for 
tournament Hacksaw SummerSlam. High: Reunited WWF title 
Duggan to with and 
become WWF married Elizabeth 
er King 
4 Pee ewreoreseserervesenes: ve on eene wwe 9 - svre eennes Tie derentsseenewerewecenss : 
Low: Attacked Low: Kayoed by Low: Lost WWI: 
by Andre the boxer Buster Low: Lost belt back to Flair 
Giant - Low: Lost Douglas. retirement match 
WWF title to to Ultimate 
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Razor Ramon and Curt Hennig. 

In 1993, the “Macho Man” was again inactive. 
He narrowly missed winning the Royal Rumble 
(and a shot at the champ) when Yokozuna elimi- 
nated him to win the match. But he did achieve 
success by teaming up with some old foes. As a 
last-minute replacement for Hennig, he helped The 
Kid, Marty Jannetty, and Razor Ramon defeat Irwin 
R. Schyster, Diesel, Rick Martel, and Adam Bomb 
at Survivor Series. 

Although he worked mostly as a broadcaster in 
1994, Savage was not immune to betrayal. He had 
developed a strong relationship with Crush that 
exploded when the Hawaiian powerhouse turned 
against him. It evolved into Savage’s last WWF 
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feud, because by the end of the year, he had made 
his WCW debut on a live broadcast of WCW 
Saturday Night. 

One night in 1995 found Savage at both his low- 
est point and highest points. Early in the World War 
Ill pay-per-view card, he lost via submission to rival 
Lex Luger. But that loss only served to make him 
angry, and he went on to capture the WCW World 
title later that night in a three-ring, 60-man battle 
royal, albeit under controversial circumstances (ref- 
erees never saw The Giant pull Hogan out under 
the bottom rope and simply assumed he had been 
thrown over the top). 

Savage won his second WCW World title at the 
January 1996 Clash of Champions, a month after he 
lost the belt to Flair. But Flair had 
more tricks in store for the “Macho 
Man” at SuperBrawl VI. Thanks to 
some help from turncoat Elizabeth, 
Flair regained the title. 

In early-1997, Savage was a 
wrestler without a wrestling promo- 
tion. He finally made his loyalties 
clear at SuperBrawl in February, 
when he helped his old friend/foe 
Hulk Hogan retain the World title in a 
match with Roddy Piper. His joining 
the NWO earned him a whole new 
list of enemies, including “Diamond” 
Dallas Page. His lowest low of the 
year came when he was pinned by 
DDP at Spring Stampede. Oo 
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lf the previous 10 years of Ric Flair’s career were 
[about Stability, this decade-long period was about 
# all change, including championships, philosophies, 
and federations. 

Ric Flair had more than his World title on the line 
in his match with Road Warrior Hawk at the Bunk- 
house Stampede in 1988, WCW’s second pay-per- 
view. But the bright spotlight from the big show could 
not prevent a loss, albeit by disqualification, to a man 
who focused on tag team wrestling. At least Flair 
ended the year in grand fashion by pinning long-time 
rival Lex Luger at Starrcade. 

One night defined 1989 for Flair. After two 
attempts, he finally bested Rick Steamboat to secure 


Flair’s 1989 high 


his seventh World title at Music City Showdown. But 
the pomp and circumstance following the win was 
interrupted by a savage attack by Terry Funk. For a 
time, Flair’s career was in jeopardy. He was sidelined 
for several months. 

A twist of fate brought Flair and Luger together 
again early in 1990 at Wrestle War. Flair retained his 
title when Luger was counted out, but it was a victory 
nonetheless. Once again, he had kept Luger down, 
but he couldn't do the same to Sting. After recovering 
from a career-threatening knee injury, the “Stinger” 
cleanly pinned Flair at The Great American Bash. 

For Flair, 1991 was the year when the impossible 
became possible. Flair and WCW were at logger- 
heads over a contract. The dispute 
ended with Flair heading to the 
WWF after being stripped of his title. 
And in his first match with World 
champ Hulk Hogan, he defeated the 
“Hulkster” by countout. 

In January 1992, the “Nature 
Boy” found himself with a strange 
belt strapped around his waist after 
he bested 29 other wrestlers to win 
his first WWF World title at the 
Royal Rumble. That gave him the 
right to headline his first Wres- 
tleMania. He didn’t do too well; 
Randy Savage upset him for the 
title. But he reached a high five 
months later, when he regained the 
belt from Savage. 
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Flair had a homecoming in 1993, but the circum- 
stances leading up to it were a nightmare. He was in- 
volved in a bitter feud with his former “executive con- 
sultant,” Curt Hennig, that led to him losing a loser- 
leaves-the-WWF match on Raw. Less than a year 
after his triumphant return to WCW, Flair proved that 
he was still “the man” by defeating Big Van Vader for 
the WCW World title at Starrcade. 

Although Flair was not accustomed to battling the 
super heavyweights, he was able to pull of a second 
consecutive victory over Big Van Vader in 1994, 
defeating him in a Thundercage bout at SuperBrawil. 
But another big man would cause one of his most 


Flair’s 1992 low 


humiliating defeats. Hogan beat Flair for his WCW 
World title at Bash at the Beach. 

Many thought that Flair would never win another 
World title in a Hogan-dominated WCW. But he did, 
not by defeating Hogan, but by pinning Hogan’s 
friend Randy Savage at Starrcade ‘95. A stunning 
feat considering that he had earlier beaten Lex Luger 
and Sting in a triangle match. But Hogan was always 
on his mind. Flair, serving as manager for Big Van 
Vader at his Uncensored strap match with Hogan, 
was dragged to all four corners by Hulk and thus lost 
the unsanctioned bout for his charge. 

The “Nature Boy” showed in February 1996 that he 
had another World title reign in him when 
he beat Savage at SuperBrawl. This time, 
he had some help from Savage’s manager, 
Elizabeth. This reign lasted only two 
months, though, as he was pinned by The 
Giant in April. 

Flair’s mission in 1997? Just get back 
into action after having surgery on his 
injured shoulder. He did that at Slam- 
boree, where he received one of the 
loudest ovations of his career as he 
came down the aisle at Charlotte’s 
Independence Arena. He, Kevin Greene, 
and Roddy Piper trounced Scott Hall, 
Kevin Nash, and Syxx. His low point of 
the year came at Fall Brawl, when he 
was betrayed by new Horseman Curt 
Hennig and had a steel cage door 
slammed on his head. 0 
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the last 10 years making the difficult transition 
from tag team to singles star. He has done that 
beautifully. 

As champions, he and Marty Jannetty were domi- 
nating the tag team scene in the old AWA in 1988. 
But Paul Diamond and Pat Tanaka put an end to 
their reign on March 19. Several months later, he 
and Jannetty reached another high point in their 
careers when they made their WWF debuts. 

The Rockers, as they were then called, were 
scheduled to face Big Bossman and Akeem at 
WrestleMania V in 
1989. Their effort was 
valiant, but Michaels 
and Janneitty were 
pinned in short order. 
Later in the year, Arn 
Anderson and Tully 
Blanchard ventured to 
the WWF. In a much- 
anticipated bout, The 
Rockers defeated the 
former Horsemen. 

In 1990, an event 
occurred that has af- 
fected Michaels’ think- 
ing to this day. He and 
Jannetty defeated 
then-WWF tag team 
champions The Hart 
Foundation in a best- 


ike Bret Hart, Shawn Michaels spent a portion of 
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Shawn's 1993 low 
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of-three-falls match, but they didn’t get much chance 
to celebrate. WWF President Jack Tunney stripped 
them of the title and returned it to the Foundation 
because he discovered a ring rope had been broken 
during the bout. 

1991 would be the final year in the existence of 
The Rockers. Michaels craved a singles career. He 
received the chance of a lifetime when the WWF 
signed him to meet Ric Flair. Although Michaels lost 
the bout, it was a dream realized. Weeks later, he 
and Jannetty lost in an eight-man tag team match at 
Survivor Series. A violent breakup soon followed. 

Michaels started the 
new year 1992 asa 
singles star, having 
recently turned against 
his old partner. On 
October 27, he defeat- 
ed the “British Bulldog” 
for his first Inter- 
continental title. That 
victory led him to a 
non-title bout with 
World champion Bret 
Hart at Survivor Series. 
There would be more 
matches to come, but 
on that night, Michaels 
was defeated by the 
“Hitman.” 

On a live edition of 
Monday Night Raw in 
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May 1993, Michaels was complaining about his lack 
of competition. Lo and behold, Jannetty appeared 
from the shadows to challenge his former partner; 
later that night, Jannetty beat him for the title. But 
Michaels showed his tenacity by regaining the belt 
three weeks later with the help of his new bodyguard, 
Diesel. 

1994 saw a dramatic change in the relationship 
between Shawn and Diesel. While “The Heartbreak 
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Kid” was thrilled when he helped his friend beat 
Razor Ramon for the I-C belt in April, by November 
he had grown so jealous of Diesel that they split. 

After failing to beat Diesel for the WWF World 
title and reuniting with his former friend, Michaels 
targeted Intercontinental champion Jeff Jarrett in 
1995. He only needed one match to dispatch 
“Double-J.” But an altercation a few months later 
would leave Michaels without a belt (due to injury) 
and with a career in jeopardy. Michaels 
was pulled out of a car in front of Club 
37 in Syracuse, New York, and beaten 
up by 10 men. 

Michaels’ 11-year quest to be WWF 
World champion was finally realized in 
1996. In a classic 61-minute “Iron Man” 
bout, Michaels defeated Bret Hart to win 
the belt. Although often criticized for his 
out-of-the-ring antics, Michaels was an 
effective, successful, and fighting champi- 
on. So much so that he gave an old friend a 
shot. But that friend, Sid, would walk away 
with the World title at Survivor Series. 

Michaels was not content to be a for- 
mer World champion. He made the most 
of his rematch with Sid and regained his 
title at the 1997 Royal Rumble in his 
hometown, San Antonio. It seemed to be 
his greatest hour. Four weeks later, a 
tearful Michaels relinquished his belt due 
to a serious knee injury. Michaels had 
faced his most difficult hour. oO 
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erry Lawler was “The King” of Memphis long 

before he ever won a world title. Defeating Curt 

Hennig brought him that long-awaited achieve- 
ment in 1988. But his greatest accomplishment was 
beating World Class champion Kerry Von Erich to 
unify the belts at SuperClash Ill. He had achieved 
the same feat weeks earlier, 
but lost the WCCW belt back to 
Von Erich. 

To many, Lawler was a fight- 
ing champion. To the AWA, he 
was not defending his title 
enough. In 1989, the federation 
stripped Lawler of the title. But 
Lawler continued to defend 
what he called the unified belt. 
He also gave fans a preview of 
his ability to lose and regain 
that belt, which we now call the 
USWA belt, when he defeated 
The Master of Pain to recap- 
ture the title three weeks after 
losing it. ; 

Lawler would continue to 
lose and regain the USWA title 
frequently in 1990. But his sev- 
enth title victory was a true 
challenge. For the first and only 
time, Lawler had to win the belt 
in a tournament after The Soul- 
taker had vacated the title. 
But that magic moment for 


48 


Lawier’s 1992 low 


\ | see 


Lawler would not last, as Terry Funk beat him four 
weeks later. 

For a while in 1991, Lawler set his sights on the 
tag team ranks. He and Jeff Jarrett formed an impres- 
sive team and were able to defeat The Fabulous 
Ones for the USWA belts in February. While Lawler 
has lost his share of USWA 
titles, the loss to Kamala (for 
the third time) in December 
stung “The King.” It would be 
nearly six months before he 
would win it again, his longest 
stretch without the belt. 

But even the loss to Kamala 
wasn’t as painful as one Lawler 
suffered to his longtime rival 
Eddie Gilbert for the belt in 
1992. It happened in front of 
his hometown fans. Lawler 
would eventually regain it, but 
by the end of the year, he had 
more on his mind than just the 
USWA. His high point came 
when he shocked the wrestling 
world by making his WWF 
debut as co-host of Prime Time 
Wrestling. 

The sight of Lawler in the 
WWF (a promotion he had 
publicly criticized in the past) 
bordered on the bizarre. 
When the WWF decided to 
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crown its own King of the Ring in June 1993, 
Lawler took exception and attacked the winner, 
Bret Hart. The two met at SummerSlam, and 
although Lawler officially won the match by reverse 
decision, he suffered a tremendous beating and 
was caught in Hart’s “sharpshooter” longer than 
any wrestler in history. 

Lawler’s problems at the end of 1993 had nothing 
to do with his ring actions. But in 1994, charges relat- 
ing to an alleged sexual 
encounter with a minor 
were dropped, so he was 
free to focus solely on 
wrestling again. He soon 
returned to the WWF, as 
brash as ever. His big 
mouth did him in as he tar- 
geted “Rowdy” Roddy 
Piper. The two met at King 
of the Ring, and Lawler 
was soundly defeated by 
the “Rowdy Scot.” 

In 1995, Lawler rekin- 
dled his feud with Bret 
Hart, determined to avenge 
his humiliating losses of 
two years earlier. He sur- 
prised the crowd at the 
inaugural In Your House by 
pinning Hart with help from 
Shinja and Hakushi. But 
that win only stoked the 
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flame of this feud. Lawler tasted defeat and his own 
toes when he lost the infamous “kiss my foot” match 
to the “Hitman” at King of the Ring. 

In 1996, Lawler was once again focusing on tag 
team competition in the USWA. He decided to team 
with an old foe, Bill Dundee, and together they beat 
PG-13 for the USWA tag team title. But Lawler would 
not have the same success over another younger 
and lighter wrestler. The Colorado Kid upset Lawler 
to give him yet another 
USWA title loss. 

lf wrestling fans were 
still not accustomed to the 
sight of Lawler in the 
WWF, the sight of “The 
King” in ECW must have 
left them reeling. Lawler 
invaded the renegade pro- 
motion for which he has 
such a strong hate in 1997 
and joined Sabu, Rob Van 
Dam, and Bill Alfonso in an 
attack on Tommy Dreamer 
and most of his ECW com- 
rades at ECW’s Wrestle- 
palooza card. Dreamer did 
get his measure of re- 
venge when he trounced 
“The King” at Hardcore 
Heaven despite interfer- 
ence from Rick Rude, Jake 
Roberts, and Sunny. Oo 
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Low: Lost Low: Lost Low: Eliminated 
WWF title to WF title to from Royal 
Andre the Giant Low:-Sneak Ultimate Warrior Low: Upset Rumble by Sid 
attaphec viens for WWF title by 
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| ooking back on the past 10 years of the mate Warrior for the WWF World title at Wres- 
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; “Hulkster’s” career, it’s easy to see that most of tleMania VI. It is a defeat that he never got the 


Geexhis highs were his world title wins, while most of opportunity to avenge. 
his lows came on the days he lost titles. In 1991, Hogan showed his patriotic pride when 
1988 started with a contro- Hogan’s 1990 low he defeated the traitorous 


versial loss of his WWF title to 
Andre the Giant on a live Main 
Event in February. A twin ref- 
eree scandal doomed Hogan 
there. But he gained some 
measure of revenge by joining 
Randy Savage and beating 
Andre and Ted DiBiase at the 
inaugural SummerSlam in 
August. 

In 1989, after being a chal- 
lenger for more than a year, 
Hogan shined at WrestleMania 
V and recaptured the belt from 
former friend Randy Savage. 
The new champion quickly 
became a target, though, as 
Big Bossman attacked him a 
few weeks later at a TV taping. 

Hogan began showing his 
Royal Rumble dominance in 
1990, when he pulled off the 
first of his two consecutive vic- 
tories at that event by eliminat- 
ing Curt Hennig. His good luck 
didn’t last long; he suffered a 
clean pinfall loss to The Ulti- 


Sgt. Slaughter for his third 
WWF World title at Wres- 
tleMania VII. But the title 
would escape his grasp again 
at Survivor Series when he 
was upset by future phenom 
The Undertaker. 

Hogan had the chance to 
win his third consecutive 
Royal Rumble and his fifth 
WWF World title in 1992. He 
gained neither as he was 
eliminated by Sid Justice. It 
was the first time in a long 
time that he was audibly 
booed. So Hogan needed to 
avenge yet another betrayal. 
He did that by defeating Sid 
by disqualification at Wres- 
tleMania VIII. 

Hogan went to Wrestle- 
Mania IX in 1993 in search of 
the tag team title and revenge 
for his friend and partner, 
Brutus Beefcake. He left with 
his fifth WWF World title after 
he defeated newly crowned 
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champion Yokozuna in an impromptu challenge bout. match at Halloween Havoc. (Without Hogan's know!l- 
Hogan made his first and only defense of his title edge, turncoat manager Jimmy Hart put a stipulation 
truly forgettable by losing the belt back to Yokozuna__in the contract that said the title could change hands: 
due to interference from a ringside photographer at if Hogan got disqualified, which is what happened.) 


King of the Ring. 


Many saw that as the start of Hogan’s turn. 


Then came 1994, a year in which the home base Flair gave Hogan more problems in 1996, when .. 


of “Hulkamania” moved to 
WCW. Hogan proved him- 
self to WCW fans and de- 
tractors by pinning Ric 
Flair for his first WCW 
World title at Bash at the 
Beach. Just days earlier, 


he hit his low of the year ie 


when he testified at the 
steroid distribution trial of 
his former boss Vince Mc- 
Mahon and admitted he 
had in fact used steroids. 
Even diehard Hogan 
fans doubted his ability to 
tame the Rocky Mountain 
beast known as Big Van 
Vader. But he finally did 
it when he convincingly 
trounced him in a steel 
cage match at Bash at the 


Beach ’95. Vader could not | 


take his title, but the WCW 
Executive Committee did 
following a controversial fin- 
ish to the Hogan-Giant title 
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Hogan 


’s 1994 high during an edition of Nitro, 
Be a Sr he finally got.a pinfall win. . 
over the “Hulkster.” Then 
came one of the most impor- 
tant dates in Hogan's career: . 
July 7, 1996, the night he, ~ 
Scott Hall, and Kevin Nash 
formed the New World 
Order. A month later, Hogan 
the rulebreaker defeated 
The Giant for the WCW 
World title at Hog Wild... 
-The year 1997 was 
going fairly well for Hogan: 
until he ran into Lex Luger, 
who ended his second. 
WCW World title reign on. . 
August 4. Not even interfer-: 
ence from the NWO could 
save him that night. Five 
days later, Hogan proved 
he’s still dangerous, 
though, when an impgstor 
Sting helped him regain the 
belt from the man he cails 
“Flexy Lexy.” ox iE) 
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uring the past 10 years, Lex Luger has grown 

from future star to current superstar. But that 

does not mean he has not had more than his 
share of setbacks along the way. 

_ - Not many people remember the Jim Crockett Sr. 
Memorial Cup tag team tournament in 1988, but Lex 
does. He and Sting beat the top talent in the NWA 
and knocked off Tully Blanchard and Arn Anderson 
in the finals to win a cool $1-million. Luger’s low point 
_of the year came at Starrcade, when he lost to World 
champ Ric Flair. 

Frustrated by his inability to beat Flair, Luger took 
a step back and focused on the U.S. title. At Chi- 
Town Heat in 1989, he was able to regain that belt 
from his former friend Barry Windham. His title reign, 
though, lasted less 
than three months, as 
Michael Hayes upset 
him at Music City 
Showdown. 

_As 1990 began, 
Lex Luger was a fan 
favorite again and 
also a top contender 
to the World title. He 
proved that friendship 
-was more important 

_ than that title (at least 
for that time) when 
he saved Sting from 

‘an attack by the 
Horsemen at Wrestle 
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War. Luger wasn’t feeling so good a few months 
later at Capital Combat. That's when he once again 
failed to beat Flair for the World title, this time 
inside a steel cage. 

After years of trying, Luger finally realized his 
dreams and fans’ expectations when he won the 
World title at The Great American Bash in 1991. 
While it was Windham he defeated for the vacant title 
and not the departed Ric Flair, Luger was champion 
nonetheless. Soon he was back to acting like the 
arrogant Luger of old. “The Total Package” was so 
pompous that he didn’t take an impromptu non-title 
bout to Rick Steiner seriously enough later in the 
year. He lost that one convincingly. 

If there was ever a year that Luger would like to 
forget, it would be 
1992. He finally met 
his long-time friend 
Sting at SuperBrawl 
for the World title, but 
he was forced to take 
a long look at his © 
career after losing 
that match. Weeks 
later, he reached a 
decision. He signed 
with Vince McMahon's 
new World Body- 
building Federation. 

In 1993, Luger re- 
turned to wrestling as 
“The Narcissist.” Fans 
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and announcers had trouble pronouncing it, and it 
never truly defined Lex Luger as a wrestler. On July 
4, Lex reinvented himself as an American hero by 
bodyslamming Yokozuna on the deck of the U.S.S. 
Intrepid. That earned him one title match (and only 
one, according to the contract he signed) against the 
WWF World champ. Luger beat Yoko by countout at 
SummerSlam. He wouldn’t get another World title 
match for seven months. 

He earned that title match in January 1994, when he 
co-won the Royal Rumble 
with Bret Hart. But his sec- 
ond outing with Yokozuna 
had a more controversial 
ending than the first, and 
Lex still didn’t have the title. 
He was disqualified by spe- 
cial referee Curt Hennig at 
WrestleMania X when he 
pushed Hennig after Hennig 
refused to count Yoko’s 
shoulders down. 

In 1995, Luger encoun- 
tered even more frustration 
in his quest for the WWF 
World title. Then two key 
things happened. He start- 
ed to focus his efforts on a 
tag team with Davey Boy 
Smith, and they were able 
to work their way up to top 
contendership. But their 
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Luger’s 1994 low 


only high-profile title match was a loss to champs 
Owen Hart and Yokozuna at In Your House in July. 
And on Labor Day (less than 24 hours after wrestling 
in the WWF), Luger showed up back in WCW to 
issue a challenge to World champion Hulk Hogan. 

For the most part, 1996 was a very good year for 
Lex. He won both the World tag team title (with 
Sting) and the TV belt (from Johnny B. Badd). Luger 
also established himself as a WCW loyalist in the 
federation’s battle with the New World Order. “War 
Games” was a chance for 
WCW to gain an advantage 
over the group, but six days 
before that match, the infa- 
mous NWO Sting debacle 
took place. Luger’s best 
friend hasn’t been the 
same since. 

In 1997, Luger finally 
provided us with an answer 
to the question, “Does he 
have what it takes to win a 
second world title?” Yes, he 
did. During the summer, he 
forced Hogan to submit to 
the “torture rack” three 
times. The third time he did 
it, he won the World title. 
Unfortunately, Hogan got 
help from his NWO mates 
and won the title back five 
days later at Road Wild. 0 
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, roy | 
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finals of WWF Low: Eliminated — 
title tourney from Royal — 
Rumble by 
John Studd 


“y he past decade has had its share of twists and 
' turns for Ted DiBiase. He went from wrestler to 
' manager, WWF star to WCW star, and rich to 

richer in character. : 

DiBiase was in the corner of the man who made 
history in February 1988. After his charge, Andre the 
Giant, beat Hulk Hogan for the WWF World title, 
DiBiase purchased it. For a few 
minutes at least, he had the 
chance to wear the belt. But 
WWF President Jack Tunney 
would soon step in to declare 
the title vacant. DiBiase had 
another chance to wear the 
belt, but it would elude him. 
Randy Savage defeated Di- 
Biase in the finals of a tourna- 
ment to crown a new WWF 
champion. 

DiBiase was growing desper- 
ate for a title as he entered his 
second full year in the federation. 
At the 1989 Royal Rumble, he 
actually purchased lot number 
30. However, he would still fail to 
win the important battle royal, as 
he was eliminated by John 
Studd. Soon thereafter, DiBiase 
had a jeweler craft him his own 
title belt, the Million-Dollar cham- 
pionship, and he crowned him- 
self the first champion. . 
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The Million-Dollar championship would bring the 
“Million-Dollar Man” both joy and frustration in 1990. 
He was once again without a belt after Jake Roberts 
and Big Bossman confiscated it. In an unusual move, 
the WWF sanctioned a match for the belt at 
WrestleMania. Although he won only by countout, it 
was a title victory for DiBiase. 


DiBiase’s 1988 high In 1991, DiBiase experi- 


enced a dramatic change in his 
career. Fed up with years of 
subservience, Virgil attacked 
his employer and left his side. A 
feud had started. DiBiase lost 
the Million-Dollar belt again 
when his former employee 
humiliated and pinned him in a 
match. Months later, DiBiase 
showed the world that he was 
still one of the top wrestlers in 
the world by outclassing Virgil 
to regain his belt. 

In 1992, DiBiase finally won 
a legitimate title in the WWF. 
He and his new “tax man,” Irwin 
R. Schyster, captured the World 
tag team title by upsetting The 
Legion of Doom. The new 
champions were cockier than 
ever. Much too cocky, as they, 
too, suffered an upset loss 
when Earthquake and Typhoon 
upended them for the belts. 
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High: Signed 


High: Joined 


High: withins, | Meee High: Signed New World High: Signed 
beat Hogan & | Million-Dollar Steve Austin for Order on as Steiners’ 
Brutus Beefcake Corporation his Corporation manager 
by DQ at pe 
WrestleMania q . 
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=< Low: Saw pee Low: Forced 
_ Underfaker lose | Low: Fired Bam to leave WWF Low: Left 
Lowen to original ‘Taker Bam Bigelow after Austin lost NWO after 
Razor Ramonat at SummerSlam | shortly after loss to Savio Vega disagreement 
SummerSlam to Lawrence with Kevin Nash 
Taylor 


DiBiase got something in 1993 that he had longed 
for since the day he entered the federation: a victory 
over Hulk Hogan. Although it was by disqualification, 
Money Inc. defeated Hogan and Brutus Beefcake in 
a tag team title match at WrestleMania IX. Soon 
after, the tandem split up. A down-on-his-luck 
DiBiase faced Razor Ramon at SummerSlam, but 
he lost convincingly and left 
the federation immediately 
afterward. 

His wrestling career ended 
by a neck injury, DiBiase 
turned to managing when he 
returned to the WWF in 1994 
and soon announced that he 
had signed The Undertaker, 
who had disappeared from 
the WWF. At first, the world 
was shocked to see the man 
from the dark side at the side 
of DiBiase. It was soon dis- 
covered, however, that Di- 
Biase’s man was an impos- 
tor. The Underfaker was de- 
feated by the real Undertaker 
at SummerSlam and never 
heard from again. 

DiBiase’s stable was ever- 
changing in 1995. Shortly 
after Bam Bam Bigelow’s 
humiliating loss to Lawrence 
Taylor at WrestleMania XI, 
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DiBiase’s 1991 low 


DiBiase fired the “Beast From The East.” The move 
left his organization in disarray. However, by the end 
of the year, DiBiase was focusing his efforts on a 
man he had crowned the new Million-Dollar champi- 
on, the “Ringmaster” (Steve Austin). 
While the alliance with Austin should have 
strengthened DiBiase’s power in 1996, it actually led 
to his demise in the WWF. In 
accordance with a prematch 
stipulation, he was forced to 
leave after Austin lost a 
strap match to Savio Vega 
at In Your House in May. 
Nearly three months later, 
DiBiase revitalized his 
career by joining the New 
/ World Order. 

Ironically, the evil clique 
forced DiBiase to look inward 
in 1997. After trying to stop 
Kevin Nash from pummeling 
an already beaten Rick 
Steiner at Spring Stampede, 
DiBiase left the NWO and 

| went into seclusion. But that 
| career nightmare would lead 
to a tremendous boost when 
the Steiners came calling for 
DiBiase’s services. He re- 
turned to the federation as 
, their manager and official 
NWO informant. Oo 
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STING 


hat a 10-year period it has been for Sting. A 
W decade ago, he was a rising young star. 

Now he’s one of the most recognizable 
wrestlers in the world. 

It was 1988 when Sting first turned the heads of 
promoters and fans. Opportunity knocked in the form 
of a title match with NWA World champion Ric Flair 
at the first Clash of the Champions. Although he 
failed to win the title that night, 
he won respect and adoration 
by holding Flair to a draw. Later 
on that year, Sting discovered 
that fame has its price when he 
his “brothers in paint,” The 
Road Warriors, attacked him 
during a six-man tag team 
match. 

Nearly a year after Sting “ar- 
rived,” he captured his first title 
in the NWA/WCW when he 
beat Mike Rotundo for the TV 
belt in March. He would hold 
the title for four months before 
WCW siripped him of the belt 
following his Bash match with 
The Great Muta. Muta captured 
the vacant title by defeating the 
“Stinger” two months later. 

Sting began 1990 as a 
member of The Four Horse- 
men. Within weeks, he was 
deposed from the group for 
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Sting’s 1992 low 


accepting a title match with fellow Horseman Ric 
Flair. But dumping Sting was not nearly enough to 
satisfy the other Horsemen. They wanted blood, so 
they attacked Sting and ruptured his left patella ten- 
don, an injury that was originally thought to be 
career-threatening. The injury healed, but Sting’s 
rage did not subside. He used that anger to his 
advantage as he defeated Flair for his first 
NWA/WCW World title at The 
Great American Bash. 

By January of 1991, Sting 
was a former champion, but he 
was hardly discouraged. With 
the fans behind him, he pur- 
sued the U.S. title vacated by 
Lex Luger. He defeated Steve 
Austin in the finals to grab the 
belt. The reign would only last 
two months, though, as the 
newly arrived Rick Rude 
defeated him after Luger 
attacked his left knee. 

As 1992 began, Sting had 
revenge on his mind. He was 
determined to make Luger pay 
and take his World title. He 
succeeded in doing both, and 
most feel that he drove Luger 
out of the federation. But soon 
a behemoth named Big Van 
Vader showed up looking for 
Sting. Vader beat him for the 
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World title at The Great American Bash. 

After nearly a year of chasing Vader, Sting caught 
him with him in 1993 in London and beat him for the 
belt. Six days later in Dublin, Ireland, Vader proved 
that he was the “man” again by beating Sting and 
ending his third World title reign. 

Sting found himself battling Vader for a title yet 
again in 1994. This time, it was 
WCW’s International World title, a 
belt never recognized by WresTLE 
America. Rick Rude had been 
stripped of the title, and WCW 
wanted to give it to Sting at 
Slamboree. He didn’t want a 
championship handed to him, so 
he demanded to meet Rude’s 
scheduled opponent, Vader, 
whom he went on to pin for the 
title. A few months later, WCW 
wanted to unify the International 
belt with the World title, so Sting 
faced his old foe Ric Flair. Thanks 
to Flair’s shenanigans and a 
betrayal by Sherri Martel, Sting 
found himself an ex-champ again 
after that match. 

When Hulk Hogan entered 
WCW, it created several dream 
match possibilities. Sting’s 
“dream” came true when WCW 
promoters signed him to face 
Hogan in 1995. Hogan was devel- 
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Sting’s 1997 high 


oping an edge as a result of his feud with the 
Dungeon of Doom, whose interference led to the: 
match being declared a no-contest. Sting’s year 
reached a personal low when he had to yet again 
defend the actions of Luger, who had just turned bad 
again at Halloween Havoc. 

Despite their dysfunctional relationship, Sting 
and Luger were able to gel as a- 
tag team well enough to defeat 
Harlem Heat for the WCW World 
tag team title in January 1996. 
The victory gave Sting the dis- 
tinction of having won every | 
active title in WCW. Their rela- 
tionship would take a more 
bizarre turn in September 1996 
when Luger mistook an impostor 
Sting for the real thing. Feeling’ 
totally betrayed, Sting stopped 
talking shortly thereafter. 

So far, Sting has been silent — 
throughout 1997. But the maudlin . 
white face paint does not always 
hide his emotions. His brief 
alliance with Hulk Hogan and the 
NWO sickened many, but he was 
doing it for WCW’s benefit all 
along. At the end of Uncensored, 
he received a thunderous ovation 
as he descended from the ceiling 
and attacked the entire NWO, 
including Hogan. Oo 
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ARN ANDERSON 


High: With Tully High: Beat High: Won WCW 
Blanchard, High: Beat Great Muta for tag belts with 
regained NWA Demolition for WCW TV title High: Won WCW Bobby Eaton 
World tag title WWF tag belts tag belts with 

= Larry Zbyszko 
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| Low: Upset for Low: Upset Low: Lost belts 
| __ tag title by : for TV title by to Steiners 
| Midnight Express Low: Lost belts Tom Zenk Low: Lost belts to 
— pe Rick Steamboat & 
Demolition 


He never sought it. During the past 10 years, 
@ preferred to serve as an enforcer, a man 
who did more for the team than for himself. 

In 1988, the Horsemen were strengthening their 
hold on the NWA. It continued as Anderson and Tully 
Blanchard regained the NWA World tag team title 

. from Barry Windham and Lex Luger. But in Sep- 
tember, Anderson and Blanchard were beaten by 
The Midnight Express. Almost immediately following 
the loss, they found a new home in the WWF. 

Although Anderson won 
many tag team titles in his 
career, his victory (with Blan- 
chard) over Demolition for the 
WWF tag title in 1989 was one 
of his proudest moments. Arn 
proved that a blue-collar wres- 
tler could thrive amidst the glitz 
of the WWF. But Anderson soon 
learned why Demolition ranks 
as one of the top teams of their 
time. They regained the belts a 
few months later. 

~ In 1990, Anderson was back 
home in WCW. This time, 
though, he was without Blanc- 
hard and targeting a singles title. 
He defeated The Great Muta for 
the TV championship a little 
more than a month after his 

‘return. Anderson held the title 


. A rn Anderson never had the spotlight to himself. 
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Am’s 1990 high 


Dustin Rhodes 


with a firm grasp throughout the year, though some 
accused him of being less than a fighting champion. 
The inactivity cost him dearly, as he lost the belt to 
Tom Zenk in a major upset. 

Anderson regained the World tag team title in 
1991, but this time with Larry Zbyszko. The En- 
forcers defeated Rick Steiner and Bill Kazmeier for 
the WCW World tag team championship in a tourna- 
ment final at the Clash of Champions. They held the 
belts for less than three months before Dustin 
Rhodes and Rick Steamboat unseated them. 

1992 was a new year, and 
Anderson had a new partner. He 
and Bobby Eaton defeated 
Steamboat and Rhodes for 
Anderson’s fourth NWA/WCW 
World tag team championship. It 
was: a dream pairing for them 
and for fans. They were firmly 
entrenched in The Dangerous 
Alliance. But even the Alliance 
_ couldn’t stop the Steiners from 
beating Anderson and Eaton for 
| the belts four months later. 

\ _ Anderson found his third new 
| partner in as many years in 
1993. This time it was new 
Horseman Paul Roma. Although 
| the duo was considered a mon- 
| grel pairing, they beat Steve 
' Austin and Steven Regal (sub- 
bing for Brian Pillman) for the 
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Low: Lost 
TV title match to Low: Sneak- Low: Watched 
Low: Lost NWA Johnny B. Badd - Low: Suffered attacked by NWO do 
title match to through pain of NWO at Nitro tasteless parody 
Barry Windham feuding with Flair of his retirement: 


tag belts in 1993. Anderson saw the loss as an 
opportunity to revive his singles career. He got a shot 
at Barry Windham for the NWA title, but he came up 
short and lost the match. A major disappointment. 

Arn didn’t seem to know what he wanted to do in 
1994. Was he a Horseman or not? Was he good or 
bad? He answered one question at Bash at the 
Beach, where Dustin Rhodes 
convinced him to be his partner 
against Bunkhouse Buck and 
Terry Funk. Anderson used the 
opportunity to DDT his unsus- 
pecting partner and cause him 
to lose. It was a classic “En- 
forcer” moment. By the end of 
the year, Anderson received a 
match against Johnny B. Badd 
for the TV title at Starrcade, but 
Badd pinned him. 

Anderson eventually defeat- 
ed Badd for that belt in 
January 1995. But his best and 
worst moments came on one 
night in September of that 
year. For the first time, Ander- 
son faced his best friend, Ric 
Flair, in a classic match. The 
exhilaration of facing the 
“Nature Boy” was a career 
highlight for “The Enforcer.” 
But having to fight a man who 
was like a brother was a heart- 
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Am’s 1996 low 


breaking experience as well. Anderson won. 

After Anderson and Flair reunited, they secretly 
recruited Steve McMichael in classic Horsemen 
style. They convinced “Mongo” (in his pro debut) 
to turn against his partner, NFL star Kevin 
Greene, at The Great American Bash. Despite his 
loyalty to the Horsemen, Anderson was also a 
fierce WCW loyalist. That 
devotion cost him when the 
NWO attacked Anderson and 

» other WCW wrestlers back- 
') stage at a July Nitro. 
| The NWO would also pro- 
vide Arn with his lowest 
moment in 1997. In August, he 
thought he could trust Curt 
Hennig. He believed that so 
strongly that he insisted that 
Hennig take over his role as 
enforcer of the Horsemen. 
Hennig agreed to do so (albeit 
a lie) on the night Arn an- 
nounced his retirement. It was 
a sad night, sure, but also one 
of the highs in Arn’s career. 
Fans in Columbia, South 
Carolina, stood and cheered 
for him. One week later, he 
was enraged when the NWO 
did a despicable parody of 
Arn’s retirement scene. It was 
tasteless and tacky. Oo 
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“The Highs Were Yet 
To Come ...” 


Five years ago, these three men were 

definitely not among the elite in WCW. 

Dallas Page was just getting his wres- 

tling career started, Scotty Flamingo 
(now known as. Raven) was struggling in 
- boxing matches with Johnny B. Badd 
_ (Mare Mero), and Vinnie Vegas (Kevin 
- Nash) was still searching for the right 
; ‘identity. But just look at them now! 
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“ _ SHAWN MICHAELS vs. 
p> DAVEY BOY SMITH 
re é , | No high quite compares to the high a 
| ., sa _ wrestler feels when he wins his first 
’ =i : _ Major singles title. For Shawn, it~ 
4 _ happened on October 27, 1992, in 
“a, | Terre Haute, Indiana, when he beat 


_ the “British Bulldog” for the WWF 
_ Intercontinental belt. 


"For period ending September 19, 1997 


WORLD TITLE 
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RANKING Cl 12-IH_ THE SKINNY 

1. Bret Hart = l 1 Canada can have him 

2. The Undertaker = 19 1 Stalking Shawn 

3. Ken Shamrock + l 3 Scares Bret - 
4. the Patriot : ] 4 Had his shot THE PATRIOT 
5. Big Van Vader = l 5 Flag-waver See Ac OE eisrisk by 
6. H.H. Helmsley - 2 3 Slumping again signing with the WWF this 
7. Goldust s 2. 6 Lonelyman = summer. He gave up a fine 
8. Faarooq = 4 7 Asangry as ever career in All-Japan just so 
9. Davey Boy Smith + 3 2 Pride of Europe he could return to the U.S. 
10. Savio Vega . 2 8 Stay on your own and defend his country's 


good name against The Hart 


WORLD TAG TEAM Foundation. So far he has 


wee e cece eee cee cee secs es erasecececssecacassesssssesevesoosessssesasseesoososesesesesees done = good job. 


M 

; No, he hasn’t been able 
1. Headbangers + 2 1 Thanks, “Stone-Cold” Pe acinareoBine Hlarifor'the 
2. Road Warriors = 3 2 —— Get those belts WWE World title, but he has 
3. Godwinns Z 7 2 Cletus will help come very close and he has 
4. Owen/Davey Boy = 1 1 Will get their shots fared well against Bret’s 
5. Kama/Maivia : | 5 No one’s worried brother Owen and his broth- 
er-in-law Davey Boy Smith. 
DOL ee “rd Ne has brought out 
RANKING M Cl 12-1H THE SKINNY some good old-fashioned 
1. Owen Hart + 2 1 Can be pain in neck ‘elias page insBig ee 
Pie ; ader, now an occasional 
2. Brian Pillman = | 4 Simply deranged tag team partner of The 
3. Dude Love - 1 3 Summer of Love's over Patriot, and in a lot of WWF 

4. Ken Shamrock + 1 4 Tenacious tough man fans. 
5. Brian Christopher - l 5 Watch out for him “Anyone in the WWF who 


says anything bad about 
America is going to have to 
deal with me sooner or 
later,” The Patriot said. “If 
the fans here look up to me, 
that’s great. I’m proud to 
fight for them. And | will 
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M=momentum; Cl=consecutive issues in ratings; 12-IH=12-issue high 


keep Qursuing Bret Hart and 
his gang of thugs until they 
learn to show me and this 
great nation the respect we 
deserve.” 
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Sgt. Slaughter has been a very busy man since he became 
the commissioner of the WWF. He hasn't delivered on his 
promise to restore law and order to the federation as of yet. 


and order to the WWF, “whether the wrestlers 

like it or not,” has fallen on deaf ears. 
Particularly the plugged ears of Steve Austin, to 
whom the WWF commissioner's decree was primari- 
ly directed. 

Slaughter stripped Austin of his wrestling license 
recently because Austin's health is in question. You'll 
recall that Austin suffered a career-threatening spinal 
injury during a SummerSlam match against Owen 
Hart. In the bout, Austin’s neck was jammed into the 
mat when Owen piledrived him. 

According to WRESTLE AMERICA sources, at least one 
prominent physician advised Austin to retire or run the 
risk of being paralyzed from a similar maneuver. 


S= SLAUGHTER’S PLEDGE to return law 
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Slaughter says he will not 
allow Austin back into the ring 
without written approval from a 
doctor. 

Austin did not respond favor- 
ably to Slaughter’s directive. 
During a September Raw /s 
War, Austin assaulted Slaught- 
er verbally and physically. 

“! will break every law you 
can make, and nobody can 
stop me,” he screamed at the 
commissioner. Then Austin 
stunned Slaughter with a 
“Stone-Cold stunner.” 

That attack on Slaughter followed a similar assault 
on announcer Jim Ross a day earlier. It also cinched 


Steve Austin has not been allowed to wrestle since Owen 
Hart piledrived him near the end of their match at Sum- 
merSlam. That hasn’t stopped “Stone-Cold” from attacking 
broadcasters and officials. 
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The Patriot (shown wrestling D-Lo Brown) has been right in 
the middle of many of the international wars in the WWF 
recently. He now has an unlikely ally in Big Van Vader. 


a sideline seat for Austin for the foreseeable future. 
Slaughter ordered Austin to relinquish both the I-C 
and tag team title. 

Amazingly, throughout his injury, Austin has 
become more treacherous than ever, attacking 
everyone in his path, much to the glee of his fans. 

Perhaps Bret Hart was on the mark when he criti- 
cized American fans for being barbaric. Was Austin 
correct in attacking two men who were clearly unable 
to defend themselves? Would you appreciate it if 
Austin drove up to your house, stormed through your 
front door, and beat you up? | doubt it. So why cheer 
this rattlesnake’s sinister tactics? 

Come to the side of The Patriot, Ken Shamrock, 
and those trying to clean up the WWF. 

Austin’s refusal to “fall into line” underscores the 
lack of discipline and ethics in the WWF right now. In 
fact, Commissioner Slaughter and President Gorilla 
Monsoon have stood by as cliques of wrestlers have 
taken their private vendettas into the ring and into 
parking lots. The Disciples of Apocalypse and 
Nation of Domination, now with former fan favorite 
Rocky Maivia on their side, continue to hammer 
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away at each other. 

“Both the president and the commissioner are con- 
cerned that someone in these two cliques will be 
severely injured during one of these brawls,” said a 
WWF insider. “Whatever happened to battling in the 
ring for a pinfall?” 

Indeed, whatever did happen to venting one’s frus- 
trations between the ropes? Today, the WWF has 
turned into a bunch of cliques battling amongst them- 
selves while larger groups pound each other for inter- 
national superiority. 

What started out more than a year ago as a quar- 
rel of integrity between Shawn Michaels and Bret 
Hart has blossomed into a war of nations. Today, we 
have America vs. Canada with Great Britain watching 
the whole affair with keen interest. Perhaps the most 
amazing angle of this affair has been the way 
American-born wrestlers have teamed against the 
Canadian Hart Foundation (with Brit Davey Boy 
Smith ably assisting). Who would have ever thought 
we'd see the day when Austin would race into a ring 


Bret Hart waves the Canadian flag wherever he goes. He is 
one of many WWF wrestlers who seems more concerned 
with humiliating his enemies than winning consistently. 
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Brian Pillman and Marlena do not make 
for a very cute couple. That’s hecause 
they’re not really a couple. She was 


forced to work as his servant after her 
> > husband, Goldust, lost a match to 
Pillman in September. 


to rescue The Patriot? Would you ever think you'd 
cheer Big Van Vader for choking Bret Hart with the 
Staff of Hart's Canadian flag? Remember, this is the 
same Vader who assaulted Monsoon a year ago. . 

In a sense, this war of cultures has struck a deeper 
chord of loyalty within all of us. Who wouldn’t cheer 
for the flag of his nation? It has, however, become 
unclear who is good and who is bad. We have seen 
more flags draped over the prone bodies of grapplers 
than we should ever. Standing up for the U.S. or 
Canada is one thing; trying to crush the larynx of 
another man with the staff of his flag is another. 

Clean up your act, gentlemen! 

The only thing that seems clear is that many 
wrestlers are more concerned with their private 
vendettas than winning. Consider the case of Brian 
Pillman who, after a year in the WWF, has consis- 
tently terrorized wrestlers and fans outside the ring. 
Recently, he intimated that Dakota Rhodes, the 
daughter of Dustin Rhodes (Goldust) and his wife, 
Terri (Marlena), might be his. What does it mean? 
Knowing Pillman, probably nothing. Just another tac- 
tic used to unnerve his opponent. Pillman had been 
incensed since losing to ‘Dust at SummerSlam. The 
conditions of the match forced him to wear a dress in 
subsequent matches on Raw /s War. Pillman clearly 
does not wear a golden chiffon very well. Nor does 
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he take losing well. 

But he scored the 
last laugh during 
Ground Zero when he 
beat Goldust and 
earned the services of 
Marlena as his per- 
sonal servant for 30 days. Let's see where this goes 
and if we will see the real Dustin Rhodes finally 
emerge from his alter-ego, Goldust. 

Shawn Michaels, a raving maniac of late, recently 
teamed with Hunter Hearst Helmsley and Chyna to 
hunt down “British Bulldog” Davey Boy Smith and 
beat him like a chihuahua. Let me pose a question: 
Why does Shawn feel he needs a protector such as 
Rick Rude? And why does Helmsley need Chyna by 
his side? Moreover, who or what is this woman and 
why is she here? And how far has she advanced the 
career of Helmsley? Not one iota. 

Uncle Cletus has joined Henry and Phineas 
Godwinn as a bodyguard of sorts. This looks like yet 
another smelly hobo guarding the garbage pail. Who 
cares? 

The Headbangers cleaned up their act and their 
resumes during Ground Zero. They captured their 
first WWF tag team title by beating the Godwinns, 
Owen and Davey Boy, and The Road Warriors in a 
four-way match. Austin, of course, interfered against 
his arch-enemy Hart, which helped the ’Bangers get 
the win. 

So, of course, Mosh and Thrasher’s victory is a 
bit tarnished. But isn’t the WWF tarnished from top to 
bottom anyway? 

Let’s clean it up, guys! O 


The Headbangers are proud to have the WWF World tag team 
belts in their possession. They needed a lot of help from 
Steve Austin to win them, though. 
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Talk, talk, talk—is that 
all Brian Christopher 
can do? He hasn’t 
proven much since he 
started competing in the 
WWF’s light heavyweight 
division, but just try to 


convince him of that! 


Winter/ 1997 


By Bryan Ethier 


... only better! I’m 
the best young 
superstar the WWF has 
ever seen. The best by 
far.” 
So said Brian Christo- 
pher. Yet the WWF's newest pur- 
veyor of nonsense speaks in a 
language often heard in so many 
of today’s outlandishly transparent 
commercials: 
Examples: It’s as good as a 
Xerox ... It's not a Mercedes, but 


4 4 fe SHAWN Micaels 


it's just as good. 

Who cares? Do not these other 
products have the quality to stand 
on their own without having to 
compare themselves to their elite 
competition? If a Lexus is no more 
than just as good as a Mercedes, 


Maybe Brian Christopher really is like 
Shawn Michaels. He had a big feud with 
The New Diesel in the USWA a few 
months ago (left). Shawn, of course, had 
a long feud with Kevin “Diesel” Nash in 
the WWF (below). 


why not buy the Mercedes? lf 
Ricoh were just as good as a 
Xerox, why not buy the Xerox? 
Same for Brian Christopher. Why 
would anyone compare himself to 
the WWF’s prototypical wrestler, 
Shawn Michaels? More intriguing: 
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Why would a newcomer to the fed- 
eration consider himself better 
than “The Heartbreak Kid”? 

Here’s why: 

“Brian Christopher will become 
the first light heavyweight champi- 
on in the WWF,” predicted Jim Cor- 
nette. “He has the track record, the 
skills, and everyone just loves him!” 

Not so fast there, Jimbo 


mighty WWF in terms of quantity 
and quality of talent. Christopher 
still attracts a loyal following there, 
where he uses a style that com- 
bines technical skill, savvy, acro- 
batics, and panache. Like Mi- 
chaels, he uses a superkick as a 
finisher. Like Michaels, Chris- 
topher is never at a loss for words. 
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What 


A protege of Jerry Lawler in the 
USWA, Christopher has again 
teamed with his mentor. That 
Lawler is reputed to be Christo- 
pher’s father hasn’t hurt their close 
relationship. Whether Lawler can 
push Christopher up the WWF’s 
ranks to a title shot is another 
issue. Thus far, Christopher has 


shown athleticism and skill when 


is flashy, but he’s just too obnox- 
ious to cheer for. Who wants to 
step into the ring against a loud- 
mouth kid like that?” 
Christopher, however, has 
made it clear that he has nothing 
to prove against “the mediocre 
competition the WWF offers.” 
“That punk thinks he should get 
the same respect that guys like 


Michinoku. At the 
conclusion of the 
match, Christopher 
assailed Michinoku 
and catapulted him 
over the top rope 
and onto the ring - 
apron. Christopher, 
once again display- 
ing his boundless 
ego, remarked to 
Taka, “If that’s a win- 
ner, | don’t want to 
be one.” 

“Those two part- 
icular matches give 
you a pretty good 
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understanding of who Brian 
Christopher is,” remarked The 
Patriot. “Not only does he boast 
when he wins, he brags when he 
loses. | don’t know where he plans 
to go with that approach.” 

Christopher may have already 
arrived at the first of his many des- 
tinations: national television. Even 
if his unproven (at least in the 
WWE) ring skills haven’t caught 
the attention of wrestling’s 
mavens, his abrasive on-camera 
performances have garnered him 
ample time in the spotlight. In that 
sense, Christopher may be likened 
more aptly to Steve Austin. 
Austin’s disarming persona also 
preceded his wrestling skill. Now, 
many months after making his 
mark on fans with an acidic 
tongue, Austin has captured an 
audience with solid wrestling skills 
and a no-quit attitude. 
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Will Christopher follow suit? 

“| don’t think Steve Austin ever 
compared himself to another 
man,” said Bill Dundee, an old 
USWA rival. “Brian thinks he’s bet- 
ter than one of the best. He has a 
lot more proving to do before 
that’s true. Maybe he needs a 
manager to settle him down.” 

That manager, of sorts, is 
Lawler. Thus far, “The King’s” 
advice has retarded—not fur- 
thered—Christopher’s growth. 
Consider Christopher’s loss to 
Funk. During a key sequence in 
the match, Christopher had 
stunned Funk with a devastating 
dropkick off the top rope. Chris- 
topher climbed back up the ropes 
to repeat the maneuver, but 
Lawler beckoned him down. “The 
piledriver!” Lawler suggested. 
Christopher paused momentarily 
to digest the directive. As he did, 


Christopher would probably say that because he is a master of 
the top-rope legdrop (left) and Michaels isn’t, he’s better than 
“The Heartbreak Kid.” He probably also believes he’s more agile 
than Shawn (above). 


Funk sent Christopher flying off 
the ropes and followed with the 
stunning pin. 

Christopher has also apparently 
decided to emulate Lawler’s os- 
tentatious demeanor. In the ring, 
mentor and protege spend more 
time strutting and thrusting arms 
into the air in celebratory poses 
than anything else. All the brag- 
ging and strutting have earned 
Christopher plenty of TV play, but 
his shenanigans have clearly 
diverted his attention. 

“You may not like Shawn 
Michaels, but when he’s in the 
ring, his focus is: on winning,” 
said Johnson. “The showing off 
takes a back seat to perfor- 
mance. Brian Christopher hasn’t 
realized that yet. He will when 
big guys like me stick a big boot 
in his mouth. Maybe that will shut 
him up.” CO 
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SAVIO VEGA vs. KAMA til Savio 
didn’t appreciate it. wh 


self on being one 
sport, Shamrock ha 


ROAD WARRIOR HAWK ys. QWEN HART: Don’t ever turn your 
back on a member of The Legion of Doom—especially if his 
. back is tumed, eee Hat, he was foled by 
aneckbreaker, 
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MANKIND vs. SHAWN MICHAELS: A back body- 

_¢ drop from Mankind was enough to put “The 

Heartbreak Kid” down for a second ‘or two 

~ (left). Some “sweet chin music” from Shawn 
put Mankind down for at least three (above). 


the man from the dafk’side know that'What happens after he 
whips them into the ropes is never pleasant. In this case, HHH 


BIG VAN VADER vs. THE PATRIOT: The behemoth from the 
Rocky Mountains must be glad he’s’on the same side as the 
WWF's popular masked man now. Thatmeans he won’t get 
bowled over by any more of The Patriot’s flying bodypresses. 
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UGH MAN 
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WHO WOULD WIN 


VRESTLING'S 


man. But whom do you 


choose when you have to 


decide who is the toughest 
man in wrestling? That’s 
what the staff at WRESTLE | 


AMERICA tried to find out! 


By Dan Murphy 


66 RE YOU KIDDING?” one 
teenager asked his friend, 
incredulously eyeballing 


him as if he just sprouted a third nos- |@ 
tril. The friend didn’t relent, repeating 


Po ; 
amy 
the controversial sentence. Re: 


“| said, ‘Butterbean would destroy 
Ric Flair in a brawl.” 

With that, the first friend departed, 
and the two were friends no more. 

Okay, that example may be overdo- 
ing things a bit. But, with the sudden 
popularity of extreme wrestling and the 
Ultimate Fighting Championships, con- 
versations like the one above are be- 
coming more and more frequent. 

That’s why the editors of WRESTLE 
America decided it was time to determine 
who was, in fact, wrestling’s toughest 
man. 

Pro wrestling allows grapplers of all dif- 
ferent styles to excel, but be honest now: 
Who would you put your money on in a bar 
fight: Rey Misterio Jr. or Scott Norton? Let’s 
break down what tools a successful tough 
man would need in order to excel: 


STRENGTH 


A certain amount of physical strength is 
required, obviously. However, knowing how 
to harness that strength and how to use 
leverage are just as important. Anmed 
Johnson not only has one of the most im- 
pressive physiques in the sport, his experi- 
ence in streetfighting shows that he knows 
how to use that power. Ditto for The Road 
Warriors. 

Scott Norton may be the strongest 
wrestler in the sport, but his lack of mobility 
could hurt him against a quicker, ground- 
based foe. Lex Luger is more chiseled than 
Norton, but his frequent knee injuries have 
proven to be a liability. 

The ideal tough man would have muscle 
tone, but he could not afford to be hindered 
by that musculature. 
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No doubt about it— 

Ahmed Johnson (left) 
is one of the strongest 
men in wrestling. He 
also has streetfighting 
experience. Scott Nor- 
ton (below) is plenty 
strong, too, but he 
lacks mobility. 


ULTIMATE FIGHT-STYLE 
EXPERIENCE 


Ken Shamrock and Dan Severn are the 
two active wrestlers who immediately come 


to mind. Both are former UFC champions. 

John Tenta, most recently of WCW, has 
sumo experience, which could make him a 
dark horse candidate. The same goes for 
Japanese wrestler Kenta Kobashi. 

Also, don’t count out Steven Regal, who 
used to box in England. He’s the type of 
wrestler whose image actually makes him 
seem like a pushover, and he could do well 

if people looked past him. 


MA ci 
Seg e\ Gee MARTIAL ARTS 
Kobashi (above) has Zoe Rie weinase KNOWLEDGE 


some sumo experience, e 
and that might help him 


in a tough man contest. : i 4m. A good martial artist, 
We all know about the wer. 7 % particularly one schooled in 
UFC background of ee ag a submission-based style, 
NWA champion Dan otis | ’ could cause serious prob- 


Severn (right). lems for a more one-dimen- 


= § sional grappler. All of the 
See a y usual candidates apply here: 
: — % Sabu, Rob Van Dam, Syxx, 
Meng, Masa Chono, Keiji 
Muto. Virtually all of the 
Japanese pros have at least 
some martial arts training, due mostly to the 
kick-and-throw style of wrestling in that 
country. 
Few have incorporat- While all these men have martial arts 
ed martial arts skills experience, most of them are simply too 


into 5 ight 8 small for a tough man contest. The excep- 
erolre Neen tion is Meng, who has a balance of power, 
Rob Van Dam (left). ; ; 
Meng doesn’t have judo, and tae kwan do experience and an 
Van Dam’s guick- encyclopedic knowledge of nerveholds, 
ness, but watch out many of which would get him banned if he 
for his nerveholds tried them in a wrestling ring. 
(below)! 


SUBMISSION HOLD 
PROFICIENCY 


The worst pain the human body 
can feel is when a joint is forced to 
bend a way it’s not designed to. A 
fighter who can apply a solid submis- 
ad sion hold early can win his matches 
quickly and exert far less energy 
than a wrestler who’s just trying to 
beat his opponent's skull in. 
Owen and Bret Hart’s “sharp- 


- 
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shooter” is one of the most dangerous and 
effective holds in the sport, but it 
requires the applier to beat the 
opponent down into a vulnerable 
position before it can be properly 
executed. Conversely, Craig Pitt- 
man’s “Code Red” armbar can be 


applied at any time. The same with 
Taz’ Kasahasjhny “Taz-mission.” 

Both Chris Benoit and Dean Ma- 
lenko have thorough knowledge of 
dozens of submission holds. Man- 
kind’s mandible claw is effective when 
his opponent is dazed, but it could | 
prove useless if the opponent just 
decided to chomp down on his fingers. 


Chris Benoit’s “Crippler cross- 
face” (above) and Owen Hart’s 


MENTAL TOUGHNESS “sharpshooter” (right) might 


he effective in a tough man 
If you want to be a tough man, you have contest, but both men must 

to think you can take anyone no matter what weaken an opponent a lot 

happens or what an opponent tries to do to Se diac eee, net 

you. Steve Austin fits this mold. So does 

Taz. Kevin Nash fears no one, but his height 

could work against him only because it gives 

a wrestler who uses a low crouch stance 

easy access to his legs. Ric Flair may act 

cowardly at times, but that’s only when 

he’s trying to lure someone in close. 

Shamrock’s display of rage at Sum- 

merSlam also shows his mental 

toughness. Tommy Dreamer has wm 

made a career out of taking punish- “Se Z E Kevin Nash must he fear- 

ment and coming back for more. . ¥ less if he’s willing to go 

\ Qs: , right after the mighty Giant 


i a? > (left). But is anyone as 
SUMMARY | 4 er tough as Ken Shamrock, 
; re ; “= who has made a smooth 

There are a few competitors who 7 transition from the UFC to 
could stake a valid claim to the title of Ri | y the WWF (below)? 
wrestling’s toughest man. The men that iy 
seem to strike the right balance between 
each of these categories are Taz, Ken 
Shamrock, Steve Austin, Meng, Dean 
Malenko, Dan Severn, and maybe Rob 
Van Dam. 

Each of these wrestlers has an adaptable 
ringstyle, grappling and brawling experience, 
and all but “Stone-Cold” have a martial arts 
background. 

But who is the toughest man in wrestling? 
The evidence was entered into discussion 
during a staff meeting that lasted nearly 
three hours. Our ultimate decision? 

Ken Shamrock edges out Taz and Meng. 
Barely. 

And you can rest assured that any one of 
our candidates could beat Butterbean. oO 
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HEIGHT: 6'2” 

WEIGHT: 291 

HOMETOWN: Perry, GA 
MAJOR TITLES HELD: WCW 
World (1992); WCW World tag 
team (with Butch Reed, 1990); 
Florida heavyweight (1986-87) 
BIGGEST STRENGTH: Killer 
instinct 

BIGGEST WEAKNESS: 
Added bulk has cut down on 
his mobility and hurt his stamina 
FAVORITE HOLD: “Dominator” 
CLOSEST ALLY: The entire 
Nation of Domination 

MOST HATED OPPONENT: 
Ahmed Johnson 

BIGGEST MATCH: Defeated 
Big Van Vader for the WCW 
World title (as Ron Simmons), 
August 2, 1992 

IMMEDIATE GOAL: With the 
Nation of Domination, run the 
Disciples of Apocalypse and 
Los Boricuas out of the WWF 
LONG-RANGE GOAL: 

End Ahmed Johnson's career 
HE SAID IT: “Whether people 
like it or not, the Nation of 
Domination will take over the 
WWF, and it’s gonna happen 
teal soon!” 
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Don’t miss our 1998 calendar and 
datebook! ... It’s turkey time! No, we 
don’t mean Thanksgiving. We're talking 
about the “Turnbuckle Turkey” Awards. 
The worst of the worst. We have 
awards for a quitter, a freeloader, an 
egomaniac, a man who started a 
ridiculous verbal war between two 
countries, the wife from hell, and more. 
See if your favorite turkey is here! ... 
Were the STEINERS smart to hire TED 
DiBIASE as their manager, or have 
they ruined their own careers? ... We'll 
tell you how and why THE PATRIOT 
has risked his career 
for his country 


All this—and much more!— 


in the Holiday 1997 issue of 
Inside Wrestling 


NOW ON SALE! 


ETL (LEST RATES 
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They don’t command the attention that 
HULK HOGAN, KEVIN NASH, 
RIC FLAIR, STING, LEX LUGER, and 
SCOTT HALL do, but in a few years, 
they could be WCW’s biggest stars. 
We'll tell you about the four young 
studs we think could lead WCW into 
the next century ... It was a tough task, 
but we have tried to explain why 
SHAWN MICHAELS has such a bad 
attitude now ... THE GIANT has 
accomplished a lot in his two years as 
a wrestler, but could he be doing a lot 
more? We think he is choke-slamming 
his own career! ... Check out our 
full-color centerfold of DUDE LOVE 


All this—and much more!— 


in the January 1998 issue of 
Pro Wrestling Illustrated 


NOW ON SALE! 


Fred Craven, La Jolla, CA: “Yes. 
The thing I don’t understand is why 
wrestling bothers making rules if 
they’re not going to enforce them. 
It’s like saying the speed limit is 65, 
then having police sit on the side of 
the road while people are going 90. 
It’s dangerous. The biggest problem 
these days is that the gangs are over- 
running wrestling. Sometimes there 
are eight people getting involved in 
what was supposed to be a singles 
match. That’s not wrestling. It’s gang 
warfare.” 

Joe Kellion, Rochester, NY: “The 
biggest problem is when wrestling 
enforces rules too closely. Then 
things start to get boring. The way 
I’ve always looked at it, wrestling 
doesn’t really have rules, just guide- 
lines. I mean, when you pin your 
opponent, does it have to be for three 
seconds, or just three taps of the 
hand? Wrestling is the most exciting 
when the wrestlers are allowed to 
wrestle and decide the outcomes of 
matches themselves. The fewer rules 
the better.” 
Richard Ford, Philadelphia, PA: 
“All I know is that I go to ECW 
cards all the time and they don’t 
enforce too many rules. I don’t think 
they have many rules at all, although 
there was that time that Francine bit 
Terry Funk’s ear and they disquali- 
fied Shane Douglas. ECW is the best 
federation going because it’s 
extreme and the wrestlers can do 
whatever they want. So, in my opin- 
ion, if the other federations want to 
catch up to ECW, they have to have 
less rules.” 
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“Is wrestling too lax 
with its rules 
enforcement?” 


Sandra Meeker, St. Louis, MO: Brian McGovern, Charlotte, NC: 
“Yeah, and it’s a joke. Wrestling is a “My only question is, who’s running 
sport, not a war, and there have to be _ the show, the wrestlers or the officials 
some rules. The problem is, the peo- and referees? People used to talk 
ple with the power never use it. I’m about tainted titles, but now just about 
talking about Sgt. Slaughter and J.J. every title is tainted and Hulk Hogan 
Dillon. They were supposed to doesn’t even defend the WCW World 
restore order in the WWF and _ title every 30 days. I don’t even know 
WCW, but what have they done? why they bother with the ring any- 
Nothing, as far as I can see. The more. Most of the action takes place 
inmates are running the asylum, and_ in the crowd and on the floor. It’s 
as long as that’s the case, we’re totally lawless. The problem is ECW. 
going to have tainted matches and Everybody wants to be like ECW, 
tainted champions. It’s sad.” although I’m not sure why.” 


in 


Steve McMichael and the Horsemen have ganged up on a few people in the last 
year. Many think the reason there is so much lawlessness in wrestling now is that 
there are too many gangs and cliques. 


WRESTLE AMERICA 


Victor Ruiz, Spokane, WA: “| like 
wrestling the way it is. I don’t like it 
when the referees keep wrestlers 
from doing exciting things, like 
jumping off the top rope and battling 
outside the ring. That’s what wres- 
tling is all about. It’s a streetfight. It’s 
a war, and when you try to control it, 
it gets boring. If you want wrestling 
with rules, then watch high school 
wrestling, but if you want excitement, 
watch professional wrestling. Nobody 
ever said this was a sport for little 
girls. It’s for men.” 

Rachel McQuillan, Miami, FL: “1 
have two children, a little boy and a 
little girl, and I don’t let them watch 
wrestling anymore, because the sport 
doesn’t teach them the right things. It 
shows people breaking rules and 
authority figures who just stand by 
and let it happen. I don’t care if we’re 
talking about a big championship 
match—if a wrestler has one of his 
friends interfere for him, the referee 
should call for the bell as soon as it 
happens. Referees are much too 
lenient these days.” 
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a guard rail, One reader 
helleves wrestling | 
more since so much — 
action takes place on 
the floor around the, 
ring and in the crowd, 


Lenore Herman, Dallas, TX: 
“Somebody’s going to get seriously 
hurt and that’s the worst part. How is 
the wrestling community going to 
react when some 
poor wrestler dies or 
gets permanently in- 
jured because a rule 
wasn’t enforced, and 
what’s the reaction of 
the courts going to 
be? They’re going to 
say the federations 
are liable because 
they had the means to 
keep it from happen- 
ing, but didn’t enforce 
the rules. I’d love to 
see J.J. Dillon restore 
order in WCW. It’s 
been a long time 
coming.” ball 


MAKE BIG MONEY 
I PRO WRESTLING $ 


Whether you want to be in the 
wrestling spotlight or make money behind 
the scenes, this book was written for you!! 
Co-authored by wrestling superstars KING 
KONG BUNDY and “PRETTY BOY” 
LARRY SHARPE, HITTIN’ THE MAT 
contains everything you need to know to 
prepare for a wrestling or non-wrestling 
career in this exciting business. GUAR- 
ANTEED! Whether you want to make 
money in the wrestling industry or just enjoy 
watching, this book is a must! Act now and 
receive the following FREE bonuses: 


|. Autographed, personalized picture of 
KING KONG BUNDY and “PRETTY 
BOY” LARRY SHARPE. 


2. Informative guide describing dozens of 
non-wrestling positions. 


3. Money-saving coupons for wrestling 
publications, training, equipment, memor- 
abilia and more. 


Only $12.95 + $2 S/H 
(Add $5 outside U.S.) 


DON’T WAIT! ORDER TODAY! 


ECW’s Shane Douglas 
was actually disquali- 
fied during a match 
with Terry Funk when 
his cheerleader, Fran- 
cine, bit Funk’s ear. 
Richard Ford says other 
federations should be 
like ECW and not worry 
so much about rules. 


Send to: 
HITTIN’ THE MAT 
704 BROADWAY, #188D 
MANTUA, NJ 08051 
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M=momentum; Cl=consecutive issues in ratings; 12-IH=12-issue high 


For period ending September 19, 1997 
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RANKING 
1. Shane Douglas 
2. Taz 
3. Tommy Dreamer 
4. Chris Candido 
5. John Kronus 
6. Sabu 
7. The Sandman 


8. Bam Bam Bigelow 


9. Spike Dudley 
10. B. Mahoney 


USWA 


RANKING 


1. Dutch Mantel 

2. Steven Dunn 
3. Jerry Lawler 

4. Brian Christopher 

5. Billy Travis 

6. Doomsday 

7. Bill Dundee 

8. Paul Diamond 

9. Flash Flanagan 
10. Steve Corino 
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M 
+ 
+ 


THE SKINNY 


Could he be more cocky? 
Orange-and-black attack 


ECW’s great defender 
No gimmick needed 
Who needs Saturn? 


Losing daredevil edge? 


Very banged up 
A “Beast” again 
Runt of the litter 
As tough as anyone 


M 
a 
+ 


Ci__‘12-IH 
6 l 
13 2 
15 3 
4 4 
1 5 
8 2 
14 l 
l 8 
l 9 
2 10 
Ct _12-lH 
2 l 
l 2 
65 l 
38 2 
2 2 
l 6 
] l 
l 8 
2 9 
l 10 


THE SKINNY 


How could he be champ? 


Not done yet 

Seems out of place 
WWF on his mind 
Legal problems over? 
Is his career doomed? 
Back again 

Not sparkling 

Find a partner 

Add a few pounds 


SCC oo oeeseseeeeoooEssosee® @eeevessssceces SOoe FeSO Reo eoeEEsESEEEeeLe 


GEORGE 
STEELE 


WWF Hall of Famer 
George “The Animal” Steele 
is making a comeback of 
sorts on the independent cir- 
cuit and is showing that 
even though he is now 61 
years old, he’s still every bit 
as tough as a lot of competi- 
tors half or even close to 
one-third his age. 

As of press time, Steele 
was undefeated in his come- 
back, having beaten some 
skilled wrestlers in federa- 
tions on both the East and 
West Coast. Steele has 
wrestled in both tag team 
and singles matches recent- 
ly and is said to be enjoying 
himself in the ring as much 
as he ever has. 

In a series of matches 
against Mr. Ooh La La on 
the East Coast, Steele re- 
united with former manager 
Capt. Lou Albano, who neu- 
tralized Ooh La La’s med- 
dling manager, Barry 
Casino. By the end of each 
match, not only had Steele 
defeated Ooh La La by sub- 
mission with his flying ham- 
merlock, but Steele also 
took his beret and wore it as 
he greeted fans. Perhaps 
he'll soon consider a return 


to the WWF. 


WRESTLE AMERICA 


Get the Baddest, Bloodiest Videos in wrestling today 
¢ 4 TV Episodes delivered direct to your door 
e 4 hours of mind-blowing mayhem sent straight to you each and 
every month * Lots of FREE wrestling stuff ° Special Offers for Members 
¢ Check it out! 


Picture this. . .It’s cold outside. It’s boring. 
You ain’t got nothing to do. When all ofa 
sudden. . .DING DONG. . .into your house 


comes Taz, Sabu, Terry Funk, Tommy 
Dreamer, Sandman and 

the entire ECW crew, 

hot, sweaty and 

dripping with 


blood, just the 

way you like them. 

This is what it’s 
like to be a member 
of Le Club Ex- 
treme the newest, hottest 
club available to wrestling fans 
today. Each month you get a 4- b 

hour video featuring all he, 


the latest ECW action. 
Rob This exciting footage is professionally 
tee shot and edited for ECW’s wild TV 
shows. It will provide you with 


pleasure for 
years to come. 

But that’s not all. . Once 
you join, your tapes are sent to 
you with no further charge, 
automatically, like clockwork. Each month 
you get only the newest, only the best, the 


most extreme wrestling action like 
only ECW can give you. 
And if 4 hours of chains, chairs, 
and other assorted lethal weapons 
isn’t enough for you, your member- 


ship entitles you to a vintage ECW 
Program, loaded with pictures and feature 


Shane 
Dougla 


articles from ECW’s glorious 
past. Sure to become a collec- 
tors item, this program 
is FREE to members. 
Want more? You got 
it. The first 240 
members of Le Club 
Extreme will get the 
official Penthouse Picture of 
Buelah, a $15.00 
value, absoutely 
FREE! 
A 6-month 
Trial Member- 
ship costs just 
$119.95. Or join for a full 
year for just 
$199.95 and save. 
If like your action extreme then 
you must join 


Le Club Extreme. 


Call 1-215-949-9502 Today 


All Major Credit Cards Accepted 


Or Order by: Mail 


Photos by Timothy A. Walker 


DEVON STORM. vs..GLEN OSBOURNE: Osbourne was in 
serious trouble when “Dangerous” Devon stretched 
his legs in a way they’re not supposed to be 
stretched (below). He felt better when Storm’s for- 
mer friend Lance Diamond jumped in and smashed 
Devon with a chair (right). 


ACE DARLING vs. CHEETAH 
MASTER: Aprear chinlock is 
one of wrestling’s more 
basic holds, but Darling 
had his cinched on tight 
enough to cause Cheetah 
some pain. 
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MIKE QUACKENBUSH vs. ACE DARLING: This is what a perfect- 
ly executed flying bodypress should took like. Quackenbush 
easily took down Ace with this spectacular dive. 
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RECKLESS: YOUTH vs. JULIO SANCHEZ: A Reckless 
Youth moonsault can be a beautiful thing to watch 
(left), but this one ended:up:missing:its mark. In 
another meeting between the two, Sanchez quick- 
ly came back and stunned Reckless with a drop- 
kick (below). 


ta 


GEORGE STEELE vs. MR. OOH LA LA: “The Animal” made 
absolutely no effort to try to.outwrestle his arrogant 
French foe in this bout; As soon-as he got him on the 
ropes, he resorted tova tactic Mike Tyson made famous. 


HE ENEMY, AS some war-torn 

| countries have frequently discov- 
ered, much to their dismay, often 
comes from within, and that appeared to 
be the case when ECW Commissioner 
(and founder) Tod Gordon severed his 
ties to the federation. According to ECW 
insiders, Gordon had been putting togeth- 


er a group of ECW 
wrestlers with whom he 
was planning to invade 
WCW. But Gordon’s plan 
apparently fell apart when 
one wrestler had second 
thoughts and told ECW 
owner Paul Heyman (Paul. 
E. Dangerously) what was 
going on. 

Naturally, Heyman was 
not pleased. He would not 
comment on what specifi- 
cally happened. - 

“Anything that | would 
say about the founder of 
this company—a man | had 
a five-year business rela- 
tionship with—that would 
be negative would be in 
extremely poor taste,” 
Heyman said. “Doing that 
would be so much like peo- 
ple in this business that | 
- abhor. For me to sink to 
their level is beneath what 
ECW is supposed to be 
about. 

“This is a personal issue 
between me and Paul,” said 
Gordon. 

Heyman insisted that 
ECW’s roster was intact, 
even though Raven, Stevie 
Richards, and Perry Sat- | 
urn, who were all stars in | 
ECW once, jumped to 
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some of the people in WCW when | found 
out | wasn’t going to get much of a chance 
to wrestle singles in ECW. Things moved 
real fast from there. It wasn’t long before | 
had a really great offer from them, and | 


took it. I’m excited about it.” 


Saturn said that John Kronus, his 
teammate in The Eliminators, would not 


ae Paul Heyman’s ECW experienced a bit of a shakeup in September 
WCW within a three-month when Commissioner Tod Gordon, who founded the promotion, was 
period this summer. Said ousted after reportedly trying to take a group of ECW wrestlers on a 
Saturn: “I decided to talk to WCW invasion. 


5 
Z 
: 


Former Eliminator John Kronus (shown slamming D-Von 
Dudley) is getting some help battling the Dudley boys. He and 
former Gangsta New Jack have won the ECW tag team title. 


come with him. Kronus recently formed a team with 
New Jack, and the two beat Buh Buh Ray and D- 
Von Dudley for the tag team title. 

The idea of a bidding war with WCW cannot be 
appealing to ECW. Although ECW held its second 
pay-per-view in August, the federation doesn’t have 
a national cable TV contract, like WCW with Nitro 
and the, WWF with Raw Is War, nor a billionaire 
owner like Ted Turner. ECW has always viewed 
itself as the home of wayward wrestlers, stars who 
aren’t in it for the money but for the love of competi- 
tion and the exhilaration of an all-out battle. If it 
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comes down to money, whatever WCW wants, 
WCW can get. 

ECW is not in trouble. But now that it is getting 
bigger and making inroads in the pay-per-view mar- 
ket, it will experience increasing pressure from the 
big boys. The question: Is ECW ready to become 
one of the big boys? 

Good news, bad news: The bad news for Joey 
Matthews was that he suffered a forehead cut that 
required 40 stitches to close in his match against 
Viper. The good news for Matthews was that 
despite the injury, he won the NWA 2000 light 
heavyweight title. Just to clear up the confusion: 
The NWA 2000 is in no way associated with 
Microsoft Windows 95. 

Also, bullwhip on a rope is nothing like beef on 
wick. One is a type of match, the other is a sand- 
wich. USWA heavyweight champion Dutch Mantel 
beat Jerry Lawler in a bullwhip-on-a-rope match, 
but if history is any indication, Mantel won’t hold the 


least. He even managed to defeat former champion Jerry “The 
King” Lawler in a bullwhip-on-a-pole match. 
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Yes, Jimmy Valiant is still wrestling on the Southern independent circuit. He’s also training “’ ; ; 
young wrestlers at his camp in Virginia. Many of them wrestled on a card to celebrate tling camp held its graduation 


their graduation. 


belt for long, and Lawler will soon be USWA heavy- 
weight champion again. And maybe he'll celebrate 
with a beef-on-wick sandwich. 

As summer turned to fall, the news from USWA 
was not all happy. After 21 years of airing wrestling 
live at 10 a.m. every Saturday, WMC-TV in Mem- 
phis decided to start taping the show and showing it 
late at night. It came down to FCC regulations 
regarding required hours of children’s programming. 
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Unfortunately, grown, sweaty 
men throwing each other 
around a wrestling ring isn’t 
considered a children’s pro- 
gram, although that’s exactly 
what goes on in many car- 
toons. 

For example, isn’t Wile E. 
Coyote chasing Roadrunner a 
form of wrestling? Kind of like 
a falls-count-anywhere-in-the- 
canyon match. And how 
about Rocky and Bullwinkle 
cartoons? Clearly, it’s all in 
the perception. So USWA 
fans who were used to wak- 
ing up early on Saturday to 
watch wrestling will have to 
stay up late instead. The pro- 
gram will air at midnight. 

This friendly suggestion to 
the USWA comes free of 
charge: Taped wrestling on 
Saturday might not be a good 
idea. 

The AIWF became one of 
the few promotions to ever 
hire a female referee. Her 
name is Ginger Collins and 
she vowed that no man will 
intimidate her. There was no 
word from Ms. Collins on 
whether she would change 
her first name to something 
more intimidating than 
Ginger ... The Menace won 
a 10-man battle royal for the 
vacant Empire Wrestling 
) Alliance iron man title ... The 
) Assassins won the New Age 
Wrestling Alliance title from 
Kenny Arden and Billy 
Montana ... “Pomp And Cir- 
cumstance” wasn’t playing 
when Jimmy Valiant’s wres- 


ceremony in Shawsville, 
Virginia, but there was a lot 
of pounding: A card was held to celebrate the day, 
and in one of the matches, Jimmy Love defeated 
Mr. Wrestling. No, not the original Mr. Wrestling. 
This guy had better be good, but since he lost to 
Jimmy Love, he probably isn’t. So much for honor- 
ing the name. 
So much for this column, too. That's all for now. 
Until next time, take time to enjoy an indy and a 
beef-on-wick sandwich. oO 
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Code 
2231 
2221 
3734 
2684 
2371 
6673 
2664 
2541 
2551 
2681 
2527 
2233 
2276 
2323 
2325 
2352 
2382 
2444 
4361 
5632 
2462 
2561 
2523 
2524 
2544 
2582 
2661 
2731 
2766 
7771 
2852 
2872 
2268 
2461 
2656 
2673 
2683 
2726 
2723 
2727 
2765 


* ADVANCE TOUR SCHEDULES! 
* MAILING ADDRESSES! 


* PHONE #'S FOR BEST TICKETS! 


* CONCERT LISTINGS BY AREA! 
* THE LATEST NEWS & UPDATES! 


* UPDATED DAILY/ 24 HOURS! 


* New! CONCERT LOCATOR FEATURE! * PLUS MUCH, MUCH MORE! 


Artist 

AC/DC 

Accept 

Ace Frehley 
Adam Ant 
Aerosmith 
Alanis Morisette 
Alice Cooper 
Alice in Chains 
Allman Bros. 
Anthrax 

B-52s 

Bad Company 
Barenaked Ladies 
Beatles 

Beck 

Belly 

Better Than Ezra 


Big Head Todd/ Monsters 


Billy Idol 

Billy Joel 
Biohazard 
Bjork 

Black Crowes 
Black Sabbath 
Blind Melon 
Blues Traveler 
Bon Jovi 
Breeders 
Brother Cane 
Bruce Springsteen 
Bulletboys 
Bush 
Candlebox 
Cinderella 
Collective Soul 


Corrosion of Conformity 


Counting Crows 
Cracker 

Cranberries 

Crash Test Dummies 
Crowded House 


2791 
2853 
2871 
3262 
3265 
6283 
2691 
7681 
3332 
3331 
3341 
2353 
3371 
3461 
3462 
3651 
3733 
3871 
3242 
6227 
2671 
3681 
2525 
3832 
3981 
3222 
3442 
3451 
3471 
3663 
4276 
8462 
4461 
4641 
4664 
4721 
4724 
4737 
4861 
4921 
4672 


Cry of Love 
The Cult 

The Cure 
Danger Danger 
Danzig 

Dave Matthews Band 
David Bowie 
David Lee Roth 
Deep Purple 
Def Leppard 
Deicide 

Del Amitri 
Depeche Mode 
Dinosaur Jr. 
Dio 

Dokken 

Dream Theater 
Duran Duran 
The Eagles 
Edwin McCain 
Elvis Costello 
Enuff Z’nuff 
Eric Clapton 
Everclear 
Extreme 

Face To Face 
Fight 

Filter 
Firehouse 

Foo Fighters 
Garbage 
George Thorogood 
Gin Blossoms 
Go Go's 

Goo Goo Dolls 
Grateful Dead 
Gravity Kills 
Green Day 
Guns N’ Roses 
GWAR 
H.O.R.D.E. Tour 


4651 
4663 
6665 
4631 
4691 
4761 
5224 
5374 
7622 
2831 
6725 
7282 
6351 
5831 
5462 
5461 
5472 
5674 
5242 
5721 
5387 
5633 
5484 
5651 
5871 
6275 
7931 
6321 
6322 
6241 
3841 
6354 
6382 
6443 
6463 
6631 
6672 
6682 
6681 
6721 


Hole 

Hootie & the Blowfish 
Ian Moore 

Indigo Girls 

INXS 

Iron Maiden 
Jackyl 

Jesus & Mary Chain 
Jill Sobule 

Jimmy Buffett 
Joan Osborne 

Joe Satriani 

John Mellencamp 
Judas Priest 

King Crimson 
King’s X 

KISS 

Korn 

L.A. Guns 

Lenny Kravitz 
Letters To Cleo 
Lisa Loeb 

Live 

Lollapalooza Tour 
Luscious Jackson 
Marilyn Manson 
Matthew Sweet 
Meat Puppets 
Meatloaf 
Megadeth 
Melissa Etheridge 
Melvins 

Metallica 

Mighty M. Bosstones 
Ministry 

Moody Blues 
Morrissey 

Motley Crue 
Motorhead 

Mr. Big 


6832 
6951 
6371 
6331 
9682 
6461 
6471 
6722 
6276 
6332 
6723 
4275 
7243 
7263 
7321 
4221 
2653 
7441 
7462 
7641 
7671 
7731 
7745 
1831 
1832 
7363 
7232 
7265 
7266 
7832 
7651 
7652 
7871 
7872 
7261 
7262 
7374 
7383 
7453 
7541 
7526 


Mudhoney 


My Life w/ Thrill Kill Cult 


Natalie Merchant 
Ned's Atomic Dustbin 
Neil Young 

Nine Inch Nails 
Nirvana 

NRBQ 

Oasis 

Offspring 

Ozzy Osbourne 
PJ. Harvey 
Page/Plant 
Pantera 

Pearl Jam 

Peter Gabriel 
Phil Collins 
Phish 

Pink Floyd 
Poison 

Porno For Pyros 
Presidents of the USA 
Primus 

Queen 
Queensryche 
R.E.M. 
Radiohead 
Ramones 

Rancid 

Rod Stewart 
Rolling Stones 
Rollins Band 
Rush 

Rusted Root 
Santana 
Scorpions 
Sepultura 

Seven Mary Three 
Silverchair 

Skid Row 

Slash’s Snakepit 


7523 
7524 
7621 
7643 
7661 
7683 
7682 
7722 
7746 
7826 
7831 
6452 
8242 
7842 
7863 
7841 
8321 
6841 


Slaughter 

Slayer 

Smashing Pumpkins 
Smithereens 

Sonic Youth 

Soul Asylum 
Soundgarden 
Spacehog 

Spin Doctors 
Stabbing Westward 
Steely Dan 

Steve Miller 

Steve Vai 

Sting 

Stone Temple Pilots 
Suicidal Tendencies 
Tears For Fears 

Ted Nugent 

Tesla 

Testament 

The The 

They Might Be Giants 
Toad the Wet Sprocket 
Toadies 

Tom Petty 

Tool 

Traffic 

Trixter 

Type O Negative 

U2 


UFO 

Ugly Kid Joe 
Uige Overkill 
Van Halen 
Vince Neil 
Violent Femmes 
Warrant 
Weezer 

White Zombie 
Yes 
YngwieMalmsteen’ 


PLUS...OVER 500 MORE! (if your favorite group is not listed here, just press or say the numbers on your 
phone that contain the first 3 letters of the group, or artist's last name (i.e. BON Jovi = 266, Bryan ADAms = 232). 


CALL NOW! 


=900-454-770 


§2.99/min. Under 18 Get Parent's Pe 


ission. Av 


Call 3 min. 
©1996 CONCERT CONNECTION, LTD., DRESHER PA, 19025 


Chad Hart seems to be getting a little 
tired of listening to the advice of his 
father, Gary Hart (opposite page, left). 
When he’s in the ring against men like 
Chuck Singer (below), he’d probably 
prefer if his father would remain quiet. 


it’s only natural for a father to want to prepare his child 
for the rugged road of life. Gary Hart is making sure his 
son, Chad, is ready for those who threaten to end his 
career. But Chad thinks Dad might be going too far 


By Harry Burkett 


HAD HART WIPED the 
Coven from his forehead 
and took a deep breath. 
“Flip!” was the cry from the corner 
of the gym as Chad bolted across 
the ring, scampered to the top 
turnbuckle, and did a perfect 
backflip back to the canvas below. 
“Flip!” Again Hart ran across 
the ring and did another spectacu- 
lar dive. Only the sudden shrill of 
a whistle brought a slight smile to 
Chad’s face as his muscles re- 
laxed. He rolled under the bottom 
ring rope and onto the gym floor. 
“Atta boy, Chaddy!” boomed 
the voice from the corner. A smil- 
ing Gary Hart emerged from the 
shadows. “It looks like you were 
born with wings. But you should 
still watch your elevation by the 
time you get to the 10th flip. You 
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started to sag a little near the 
end,” 

Planting his face into a thick 
towel, Chad muttered, “Dad, you 
act like this is hell week at the 
Citadel. Don’t worry, if | bend my 
knees just a little more when | 
land on the turnbuckle, | should 
get enough spring to carry me 
back.” 

The senior Hart nodded his 
head in agreement. “Exactly. 
You’re learning.” 

Just by watching a Chad Hart 
training session, you can under- 
stand why the second-generation 
sensation is doing so well just a 
few months after his pro debut. He 
competes on the Texas indepen- 
dent scene and already has 
earned victories over veterans 
such as Kurt Von Hess, Kit Car- 
son, and Terry Garvin. 

Chad Hart's future is so bright, 


he’s gotta wear shades, right? Not 
really. Some close to the situation 
say Gary Hart is hurting his son’s 
chances for success by over 
teaching him. He has been known 
to shout out instructions and con- 
structive criticism constantly both 
during Chad’s matches and during 
training sessions. Complicating 
matters is the fact that Gary made 
many enemies during his 25-year 
managerial career, especially 
since he would stoop to any level 
to help his charges win. Putting 
Chad out of wrestling could be the 
best way for a few of them to gain 
revenge against his father. 

“Wild” Bill Irwin proudly de- 
clares himself to be among them. 

“Is Chad Hart a target?” he 
mused. “Damn right! But his old 
man will be his undoing. Do you 
see how that snivelin’ worm 
Gary Hart is makin’ him train 


91 


day and night? He’s gonna use 
that boy for a little glory, then 
he’s gonna throw him to the 
wolves just like he’s done to 
everybody else.” 

It’s true that Chad has a relent- 
less training regimen. It’s also true 
that Gary Hart tried find the most 
dangerous competition he can for 
his son. Could “Wild” Bill be right? 

“Let’s face it—l didn’t make 
superstars out of Kendo Nagasaki 
or The Great Kabuki by being a 
pushover,” Gary said defensively. 
“Both of those men had huge 
competitive hearts and gave me 
everything they had. | should 
expect no less from my son.” 

But will Chad reach the break- 
ing point? Some say he already 
has. In fact, you don’t need to look 
any further than Chad’s biggest 
match to date: a best-of-three-falls 
bout with World Wrestling Council 
light heavyweight champion 
Chuck Singer. 

Gary accompanied his son to 
the ring and whispered last- 
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minute instructions in his ear. 
The fans at Dallas’ Sportatorium 
rallied behind Chad, cheering 
every dropkick, hiptoss, and arm- 
drag he delivered. Hart used a 
cross-bodyblock to pin the cham- 
pion at the nine-minute mark and 
win the first fall. Singer, however, 
smacked the 210-pound rookie 
with a lightning-fast savate kick 
to win the second fall. One fall 
apiece; the heat was on. 

After 15 minutes of action, 
Singer managed to pin Hart’s 
shoulders to the mat using the 
ropes as leverage. Fortunately, 
referee Mike Caldwell saw where 
Singer’s feet were and refused to 
give him the victory. While the two 
argued, Hart dropkicked Singer 
into Caldwell, knocking the official 
to the arena floor. Singer charged 
after Chad, who dumped the 
champ over the top rope. 

The elder Hart glanced down at 
Singer, rubbed his brow, and 
groaned. He realized Chad risked 
a disqualification loss. A look of 


relief crossed Hart’s face when 
Caldwell seemed too disoriented 
to call for the bell. 

Chad suplexed Singer back 
into the ring as a second referee 
arrived on the scene. One pinfall 
later, the substitute referee de- 
clared Hart the new WWC light 
heavyweight champion. 

Gary hugged his son outside 
the ring, celebrating the first title 
victory of Chad’s career. At that 
moment, the original referee, 
Caldwell, declared Singer the win- 
ner since Chad had thrown him 
over the rope. 

The younger Hart was incredu- 
lous. “That belt is mine, Caldwell!” 
he raged. “I pinned him in the mid- 
dle of the ring!” Weakened by 
rage and devastated by the loss, 
Chad sank to his knees. 

“Look, Chaddy, I’ve warned you 
hundreds of times about getting 
carried away,” Gary said as he 
admonished his son. “I’ve also 
told you to watch out for that DQ 
rule. You had the belt in your 
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Singer looked more than a little scared 
when Chad hoisted him onto his shoul- 
ders here, but Chad’s father told him 
afterward that he felt Chad got “a little 
carried away” at times. 
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hands and threw it away!” 

Looking up at his father, 
Chad shot back: “I don’t know 
what you want out of me! | 
proved | was the better man. 
Can't you be satisfied with that? 
I’m sorry, Dad, but | can’t take it 
anymore!” 

Chad’s eyes never left the 
floor as he slowly walked back 
to the dressing room. “Atta boy, 
Chaddy,” muttered Gary as he 
slapped his son on his sweaty 
back. “Now | know you're a true 
Hart. You’re a lousy loser.” 

Gary smiled broadly as Chad 
sighed. After leaving the arena, 
they decided not to watch a 
videotape of that night’s match. 
A late dinner in a small restau- 
rant would do just fine. oO 
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HEIGHT: 5'9”" 

WEIGHT: 248 

HOMETOWN: Red Hook, NY 
MAJOR TITLES HELD: ECW 
TV (1997-current, 1994); ECW 
tag team (with Sabu, 1995; with 
Kevin Sullivan, 1993-94); 
IWCCW light heavyweight (1991) 
BIGGEST STRENGTH: Has 
more than 20 different suplexes 
in his repertoire 

BIGGEST WEAKNESS: |s 
sometimes too confident in his 
own skills 

FAVORITE HOLD: 
Kasahasjhny (“Taz-mission”) 
CLOSEST ALLY: Chris Chetti 
MOST HATED OPPONENT: 
Sabu 

BIGGEST MATCH: Made good 
on his promise to defeat 
long-time rival Sabu cleanly, 
April 13, 1997 

IMMEDIATE GOALS: Defend 
the ECW TV title against every 
wrestler worthy of a title shot 
LONG-RANGE GOAL: Help 
his cousin Chris Chetti, an 
ECW rookie, become a star in 
ECW 

HE SAID IT: “I'll make this real 
simple: When you wrestle Taz, 
you're wrestling the toughest 
man in the world, and you 
better be prepared to learn a 
lesson in technical wrestling.” 
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o. — a 
1 ate NE VESEY? 

a Mes Wrestle America provides ry 

| a § up-to-the-minute coverage of 

m™ the sport in all federations, plus 
my a sensational and unique 

y “magazine within a magazine”! 
It all adds up to the biggest 


wrestling magazine on the 


| newsstands—96 pages of at me 
| pulse-pounding fury and eS 
mn excitement! wa) 2 Ny 
ae a "i 4 z 
Wrestling Superstars, ae 
A vip) i) Drought back by the ~ubscrip- <a 
imac \ east fans’ demands, is today s 


famous for its lively 
color section, the dramatic and imaginative 
“Superstar Dream Match,” and the informative 
Wrestling Supersiars theme features—all 
highlighting the top-quality writing and photography 
you've come to expect from London Publishing Co.! 


This is it! 
"The deal 
~ you've been 
WAITING for! 
WRESTLING 
SUPERSTARS 
is back and 
available by 


[) YES! | don’t want to miss one exciting issue of Wrestling Superstars and Wrestle 


America! Start my eight-issue combination subscription today! | am enclosing $26.85, a SUDSCRIPTION 
15% savings off the newsstand price! . 
S : ‘ : ALonG with 
(J PLEASE SAVE ME EVEN MORE MONEY! I’m ordering a two-year subscription to ; 
Wrestling Superstars and Wrestle America—that's 16 issues in all! | am enclosing § WRESTLING s 
$50.55, a full 20% off the newsstand price! biggest 
CJ New _] Renewal F 
Please indicate method of payment: MAGAZINE, 
Ll Check or money order (enclosed and payable to London Publishing Co.) 
LC) VISA “] MasterCard 
Card # Expiration Date: / 
Signature: 
NAME 
ADDRESS APT. 
CITY STATE ZIP 


Prices apply in U.S. only. Canada and all foreign countries: $33.25 ($46.85 airmail) for 8 issues. $63.35 ($90.55 
airmail) for 16 issues. International money orders in U.S. funds only for all orders outside U.S. Please allow up to 
eight weeks before you receive your first issue. 
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' Illustrated magazine has all the inside information — 


To get all the breaking stories from every federation, 


. When it comes to wrestling, Pro Wrestling 


you want and it’s only a phone call away. 


If it happens in the ring, the locker room, or on 
the road, you’ll hear it here first. 


call the Pro Wrestling Illustrated Hotline now and 
you'll be the first to learn about ... 


Tell the editors of Pro ing wllustrated what you 
want to see in the magazine. Dictate a lette a e Editor-in-Chief. 
Selected letters will be prints in Pro Wrestling strated. 


CALL NOW 


IN THE U.S., 1-900-884-4PWI 
IN CANADA, 1-900-451-3101 
IN THE U.K., 0897 555 263 


TF This service is available on both touch-tone and rotary-dial phones. 
*Cost per minute in the United States is $1.99. Cost per minute Canada is 
$2.49. Cost per minute in the United Kingdom is £1.00. 

Kids, get your parents’ permission. , 
BEM Box 6424, London WCIN 3XX 4457/08-97 


ome 6 


